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   2017 was a difficult year in many ways for our country and for the world.  Angry voices signified 
the lack of unity in both.  Not so at St. Matthews By-The-Sea.  We have never demanded 
conformity from the members of our church family.  We don’t insist that everyone look alike, 
sound alike, or believe alike.  We are an orchestra, not a drum and bugle corp.  And this year, 
more than ever, we have been keeping our eyes on the Conductor. 
 

   Worship at St. Matthews By-The-Sea continues to attract good crowds all year round, especially 
in the summer months.  Worship has been enhanced this year by increased use of video and by the 
great strides made in our music program.  The Chancel and Bell Choirs are growing in numbers 
and in proficiency.  I continue to attempt to present challenging messages that are pertinent to the 
lives of our parishioners.   In 2017 this included a sixteen week series that followed the Apostle 
Paul on his missionary journeys. 
 

   Opportunities for Christian education also continue to grow.  Bonnie Miller and Dee Granger 
faithfully prepare children’s Sunday School lessons every week.  Spearheaded by JoAnn Strawser, 
the Adult Sunday School Class has enrolled forty-two members and made its way into the latter 
chapters of the book of Psalms.   A recently concluded study of the Gospel of Mark was well 
attended.  Earlier this year, weekday studies of the Psalms and the Gospel of Matthew also 
attracted large and eager crowds.   I offered Lenten and Advent Bible Studies drawn from Luke, 
the third gospel.  A Thursday evening Bible Study led by a recent new member, Sandy Pierce, is 
scheduled to begin in January, 2018. 
 

   One of the most exciting aspects of life at St. Matthews By-The-Sea concerns our renewed 
emphasis on evangelism, i.e., reaching out to our communities in a more intentional fashion with 
the Good News of Jesus Christ.  Gary and Janet Legates and those who are laboring with them 
deserve a lot of credit for these evangelistic activities.   In the year to come, they plan to continue 
what worked well this year and add new projects to them. 
 

   The various organizations of St. Matthews By-The-Sea continue their work to the glory of God.  
Both the United Methodist Women and Men were very active in 2017.  Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors continued to provide fuel assistance to those in our area who are going through 
difficult economic times.  For the tenth year in a row, the Samaritan Thrift Shop sold quality used 
clothing to anyone who wanted it and will be able to donate a record amount of money from their 
profits to area food banks. 
 

   The Missions Committee continues to channel financial aid to Christian ministries locally, 
nationally, and internationally.  Last spring they heard from a young woman who is involved in 
ending the scourge of human trafficking.  The Checkerboard Ministry under the vigorous 
leadership of Vicki Daisey, keeps providing unique social opportunities for special needs citizens 
and their families.  The Quilters and Prayer Shawl groups continue their tender ministries, and 
the Bereavement Committee assisted grieving families through a record number of receptions. 
 

   Which leads me to mention the sad fact that the church lost to the Church Triumphant some 
wonderful people in 2017.  In addition, some of our members who left us a decade ago to form the 
core of our new church start, Bayside Chapel, requested officially that their full memberships be 
transferred to Bayside when it was chartered as a United Methodist congregation last June.   
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   The good news is that new people are joining us including families with young children.  In 2018, 
the church plans to send a group of teenagers to the January Youth Rally for the first time in a long 
time and I will be mentoring a small group of young men in a Confirmation Class.  Of course we 
continue to sponsor the summer Children’s Beach Ministry.  This year the number of children 
attending nearly doubled that of the previous three. 
 

   I continue to be blessed in the performance of my duties as pastor.  Most of my time is either spent 
in sermon preparation or in visiting the sick in hospitals, rehabilitation centers, and in nursing 
facilities.  Wanda Bagarus became the coordinator of the Shepherd Ministry this year and her work 
with the homebound and that of her shepherds is an immense help to me.  Likewise, the Trustees led 
by Charlie Zonko and the Finance Committee chaired by Pat Plocek make my task of overseeing the 
day to day operation of the church so much easier.  Dee Granger, now into her second decade as Lay 
Leader, and Ron Nagers, new to the post of Administrative Council Chairperson, provide 
indispensable guidance.  
 

   Nor should I fail to give thanks for a dedicated church staff.  Pamela Woodside, the Administrative 
Assistant, continues to perform with dedication and thoroughness.  Debby Dudley and Cathy 
Morgan bring life to the Music Department.  Janice Slaysman , recovered from serious illness, 
makes the Thrift Shop an enjoyable place to shop and work – and her volunteers  are first class.  
Lastly, Mary Brennan has brought stability and clarity to the church’s finances in her role as 
Bookkeeper. 
 

   So things are going well at St. Matthews By-The-Sea so much that I have decided to delay my 
retirement for another year.  I have asked Bishop Johnson to reappoint me to our church for the 
period July 1, 2018 until June 30, 2019 at which time I will have been your pastor for twenty years 
and plan to step down.  I have complete confidence in both the grace of our Savior and the good 
people of this congregation that I will be leaving my successor a vibrant group of saints whose best 
years are still ahead. 
 

                                        Bruce Miller 
 

 
 
 

Ethan  Dunlap 
1206 N. Schulz Rd. 

Fenwick Island, DE 19944 
cell:  302-521-0802 

 

Hannah Dunlap 
1206 N. Schulz Rd. 

Fenwick Island, DE 19944 
302-539-0869 

cell:  302-530-2965 
 

Jamie & Becki Hayman 
1206 N. Schulz Rd. 

Fenwick Island, DE 19944 
302-539-0869 

Jamie cell:  302-530-1389 
Becki cell:  302-530-8413 

 

Nate Hayman 
1206 N. Schulz Rd. 

Fenwick Island, DE 19944 
302-539-0869 
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Worship Services – 8:30 and 10:45 AM 
Sunday School – 9:30 AM 
 
 

 

            Church Leadership 
STAFF: 
Bruce Miller, Pastor                                  302-537-1402 
   smbts@verizon.net  
Wanda Bagarus,                                       443-664-5772                        
Shepherd Ministry Coordinator      
   wbargarus2431@comcast.net 
Pamela Woodside, Adm. Asst.                302-537-1402 
   smbts@verizon.net 
Debby Dudley, Music Director         cell 302-228-7809  
   dtsmartkids@aol.com                   
Cathy Morgan, Organist                           302-238-7167 
   onthepiano@yahoo.com 
Janice Slaysman, Samaritan                   410-322-0261 
Thrift Shop  Coordinator  
   jhslaysman@gmail.com                   
LEADERSHIP: 
Dee Granger, Lay Leader                 410-422-9646 
   dgranger02@comcast.net 
Ron Nagers, Chair                                    302-564-7612 
Administrative Council    
  ron.emailde@comcast.net 
Vicki Daisey, Chair                  410-352-5813 

Checkerboard Ministry 
   veed419@aol.com 
Pat Plocek Chair, Finance                        302-537-1890  
   plocekgp126@verizon.net   
Harry Yeich, Finance Secretary                410-5242231 
  june_bear01@comcast.net 
Mary Brennan, Treasurer                         301-775-1526 
  mkbrennan62@gmail.com 
Jacquie Christman, Chair                        302-537-2766 
Missions 
   jacqchrisde@aol.com           
Dennis Julian, Chair                                 410-430-9844 
Staff-Parish Relations 
   djulian@hrblock.com 
Charles Zonko, Chair, Trustees               302-528-5681 
    zonkobuilders@gmail.com 
Don Harkey, UMM President                    302-616-2138 
   donharkey@comcast.net 
Anita Angeny, UMW President                302-537-6353 
   granita2@msn.com 
NEWSLETTER:  
El Barrett, Editor                                       410-250-3651 
   oceancityel@aol.com 

                                 

 

   A BRAND NEW YEAR! 
As the New Year begins, let us 
pray that it will be a year with 
new peace, new understanding, 

new happiness, and an abundance of new 
friends. 
 
 
 
 

 

This January start the 
year with an empty jar.  
Each week add a note 
with a good thing that 
happened. On New Year’s 
Eve empty the jar  and 
read about the amazing 
year you had! 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Joa 

 

 

 
 

 
When someone you love dies...you never get 
over it.  You just slowly get through each 
day.  But you always keep them tucked 
safely in your heart. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Grace Carmella Bozick 

         
 

Joan Thomas - September 25 
John McCloud - October 23 

Charles Dobbs - November 4 
 

 

mailto:smbts@verizon.net
mailto:wbaragus2431@comcast.net
mailto:smbts@verizon.net
mailto:dgranger02@comcast.net
mailto:ron.emailde@comcast.net
mailto:zonkobuilders@gmail.com
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 CRAFTS GROUP:  Our 
Christmas Bazaar beat out last 
year's total of $2,100.  Drum 
roll please...this year $2,361.80! 
Many thanks to everyone that 

helped in any way to make the 2017 Bazaar 
the best ever!  We even had a visit from 
Santa and Mrs. Santa. 
                                                            Dee Granger 
 

FAITH, HOPE & LOVE 
QUILTERS:  We make quilts 
for cancer patients and those 
in need of love and comfort.  
We meet the 3rd and 5th 
Mondays at 10:00AM.  Come 

join us for fellowship while helping others. 
 

                                                    Shirley Loveland  
  
      
  
  
 

 
 Checkerboard had a wonderful 
Christmas Celebration on 
December 3 with sixty-three 
attending. The afternoon began 
with playing games and 

listening to Rev. Miller tell the Christmas 
story. Then Santa stopped by for a visit. 
After enjoying a light meal, the group went 
to Ocean City’s Winterfest of Lights. The 
next Checkerboard activity will be at the end 
of January. 
                                                            Vicki Daisey 
 
 
 

Phil Drew announced the 
Salvation Army bell ringers, in 
honor of Chud Reese, has 
collected over $3,000 in 
donations.  The Salvation Army 
exists to meet human need, 

wherever, whenever and however they can.  
The Salvation Army, an international 
movement, is an evangelical part of the 
universal Christian Church.  Its message is 
based on the Bible, its ministry motivated by 
the love of God, its mission is to preach the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ and to meet human 
needs in His name without discrimination. 

JAMMIN' BY-THE-SEA: 
Come join our jam 
sessions of gospel, Blue 
grass, and enjoy the 
songs of yesteryear on the 

FIRST & THIRD FRIDAY'S OF EACH 
MONTH FROM  4:00-6:00PM.  Musicians 
play their instruments, raising the roof in 
Clendaniel Hall.  Enjoy the music you grew 
up hearing.                                           

                               Merle Dimeler 302-436-1938  

FIRST FRIDAY OF THE 
MONTH  following 
Jammin' By-The-Sea, 
come join us at 6:00PM.  
Bring a covered dish. After 
dinner will be followed by 

an old fashioned social and hymn sing.  
Bring a friend! 

                              Merle Dimeler                         

More than 20 years ago on a 
Super Bowl Sunday, a single 
youth group was inspired by 

a simple prayer.  They started the Souper 
Bowl of Caring.  Since 1990 they have  raised 
more than $33 million for individual 
charities across the country.  It is also 
turning our nation’s biggest weekend of 
football into its largest weekend of giving.  
Please bring a can of soup with you and 
place in the narthex.  “Lord, as we enjoy the 
Super Bowl football game, help us to be 
mindful of those without a bowl of soup to 
eat.” 
 

SINGLE SENIORS: 
In December we had 
a Holiday luncheon.  
Our calendars are 
getting full. January 

we will hold the traditional Birthday Bingo 
luncheon, February will be back to Bethany 
Coastal Library for a Valentine Day piano 
concert and March will be music, and food 
with the Back Bay Strummers. As usual all 
details will be posted in the church bulletin 
2 weeks prior to events. Anyone is welcome 
to contact Jill Brown 302-988-1099 or 
Wanda Bagarus 443-664-5772 with 
questions or information.  
                                                                                    Wanda Bagarus 

Good friends are like quilts, 
they age with you, yet never 

lose their warmth. 
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BIRTH OF  "PRECIOUS LORD": 
 

Back in 1932 I was a fairly new 
husband.  My wife Netti and I 

were living in a little apartment on Chicago's 
south side.  One hot August afternoon I had to 
go to St. Louis where I was to be the featured 
soloist at a large revival meeting.  I didn't 
want to go; Netti was in the last month of 
pregnancy with our first child, but a lot of 
people were expecting me in St. Louis.  I 
kissed Netti goodbye, clattered downstairs to 
our Model A, and in a fresh Lake Michigan 
breeze, chugged out of Chicago on Route 66.  
However, outside the city, I discovered in the 
anxiety of my leaving, I had forgotten my 
music case.  I found Netti sleeping peacefully.  
I hesitated by her bed; something was 
strongly telling me to stay.  But eager to get 
on my way, and not wanting to disturb Netti, I 
shrugged off the feeling and quietly slipped 
out of the room with my music. 
 

The next night, in the steaming St. Louis heat, 
the crowd called on me to sing again and 
again.  When I finally sat down, a messenger 
boy ran up with a Western Union telegram.  I 
ripped open the envelope...Pasted on the 
yellow sheet were the words:  YOUR WIFE 
JUST DIED.  
 

People were happily singing and clapping 
around me, but I could hardly keep from 
crying out.  I rushed to a phone and called 
home.  All I could hear on the other end was 
"Nettie is dead.  Nettie is dead."   
 

When I got back, I learned that Netti had 
given birth to a boy.  I swung between grief 
and joy.  Yet that same night, the baby died.  I 
buried Netti and our little boy together, in the 
same casket.  Then I fell apart.  For days I 
closeted myself. I felt that God had done me 
an injustice. I didn't want to serve Him 
anymore or write gospel songs, I just wanted 
to go back to that jazz world I once knew so 
well.  But then, as I hunched alone in that 
dark apartment those first sad days, I thought 
back to the afternoon I went to St. Louis.  
Something kept telling me to stay with Netti.  
Was that something God?  Oh, if I had paid 
more attention to Him that day, I would have 
stayed and been with Netti when she died. 
 

From that moment on I vowed to listen more 
closely to Him.  But still I was lost in grief.  
Everyone was kind to me, especially one 

friend.  The following Saturday evening he 
took me up to Maloney's Poro College, a 
neighborhood music school.  It was quiet; the 
late evening sun crept through the curtained 
windows. 
 

I sat down at the piano, and my hands began 
to browse over the keys.  Something 
happened to me then.  I felt at peace.  I felt as 
though I could reach out and touch God.  I 
found myself playing a melody.  Once in my 
head they just seemed to fall into place:  
'Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let 
me stand, I am tired, I am weak, I am worn, 
through the storm, through the night, lead 
me on to the light, take my hand, precious 
Lord, lead me home.'  
 

The Lord gave me these words and melody, 
He also healed my spirit.  I learned that when 
we are in our deepest grief, when we feel 
farthest from God, this is when He is closest, 
and when we are most open to His restoring 
power. 
 

And so I go on living for God willingly and 
joyfully, until that day comes when He will 
take me and gently lead me home. 
                                        
                                       ~ Thomas A. Dorsey 
 

What a wonderful story of how God CAN heal 
the brokenhearted!  Beautiful, isn't it? 
 
 

 
 
 
The right answer is from God, 
not the groundhog... 

 
 

 
 

 
 
SPRING AHEAD:   Set your 
clocks forward one hour 
prior to going to bed 
Saturday, March 11th.   

Check your batteries in your smoke detectors.  
If you need help, please call the office.  If you 
need smoke detectors, you can call the office as 
we have access to smoke detectors from the 
local fire companies.  
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PRAYER MINISTRY:   Beginning 
each day with God can bring 
spiritual change to our lives and 
be so refreshing that it puts a 

smile on our face.  Join the Prayer Group in 
the church   parlor on Monday mornings at 
8:45 AM.  We have a short devotion, lift 
names in prayer and send cards.  Draw a 
name from the baskets on the inside of each 
church door and pray for that person 
throughout the week.  You will find a copy 
of  the prayer list in the mail drawer marked 
PRAYER GROUP in the hall by the office.  If 
you wish to add a name to our list please call 
JoAnn Strawser at 302-436-4840 or email 
her at rjstrawser71@comcast.net. 
                                                                   Dot Tebo 

                                                                                                     
                                                                                                     
                                       

 

SHEPHERD MINISTRY:    We 
provide love and care to those 
in our church who face life’s 
difficulties and 
challenges.  We will focus on 
visiting those individuals 

recovering at home as well as place phone 
calls for comfort and send greeting cards on 
various occasions.  We plan to be ready to 
help with meals where requested or needed 
and run simple errands for those who need 
that assistance.    If there is anyone 
interested in joining the Shepherd Program, 
please contact Wanda Bagarus at 443-664-
5772. 
 

PRESIDENT'S 
DAY: Feb. 19th 
President John F. 
Kennedy was the 
fastest random 

speaker in the world with upwards of 350 
words per minute. 
 
                                                                                                         

                                                                                                       
Before Theodore 
Roosevelt, the 
White House was 
known simply as 
the Executive  
Mansion. 

 

SURPRISE!  A NEW 
WEBSITE!  If you are 
reading this 
newsletter on our 

website, I’m sure you were surprised when 
you followed the usual directions only to be 
led to a completely different website – a new 
St. Matthews By-the-Sea website. 
 

Our website development committee has 
been working on this since August, ever 
since the Administrative Council agreed that 
our former website of more than twenty 
years was showing its age.  Habits have 
changed as people new to the area no longer 
check the telephone directory for churches; 
they “Google” churches “near me” and the 
Internet presents them with a map and list 
of the churches (and their web addresses) in 
the area.  Researching churches is as simple 
as clicking on the web address and 
reviewing the options.  Is the home page 
welcoming and attractive?  Are the worship 
times clearly displayed?  Does the website 
let new people know how to dress, what type 
of music the church uses, when communion 
will be celebrated and what children’s 
programs are available?  Potential visitors 
want to know what the people are like and 
what activities and ministries are 
supported.  

The website may be primarily for new 
people, but we think you will find a lot to 
love as members.  The newsletter and news 
from the back of the bulletin continues to be 
available under the “Members” block at the 
top.  You can get Sunday’s slideshow from 
the “big screen” and look at photographs of 
recent events.  You can check the calendar 
for event dates and times, look up specifics 
of one of our 33 ways to serve in ministry, or 
you can learn more about a mission we 
support.    

We have tried very hard to make the website 
easy to navigate.   We hope you agree with 
our theme that “every day is special at the 
beach and at St. Matthews By-The-Sea.”  
Many thanks to Mary Brennan, Bonnie 
Miller, and Janet Legates who developed 
this website and will be keeping it current. 
Let them know what you think.  You can tell 
them in person or reach them through the 
“contact us” link of the webpage.  

FAITH makes things 
possible, not easy. 

 

mailto:rjstrawser71@comcast.net
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BIBLE EMERGENCY NUMBERS:  
When in sorrow................................John 14 
When men fail you..........................Psalm 27 
If you want to be fruitful...................John 15 
When you have sinned....................Psalm 51 
When you have worry.........Matthew 6:19-34 
When you are in danger..................Psalm 91 
When God seems far away............Psalm 139 
When your faith needs stirring...Hebrews 11 
When you are lonely & fearful........Psalm 23 
When you grow bitter & critical.......1 Cor. 13 
When you feel down & out...Romans 8:31-39 
You want peace & rest.......Matthew 11:25-30 
The world seems bigger than God...Psalm 90 
Need Christian assurance......Romans 8:1-30 
Leave home for labor or travel......Psalm 121 
Your prayers grow selfish...............Psalm 67 
You want courage for a task............Joshua 1 
You think of investments/returns....Mark 10 
Get along with fellowmen............Romans 12 
For great invention opportunity.....Isaiah 55 
For Paul's secret to happiness.....Col. 3:12-17 
Understanding of Christianity..IICor.5:15-19 
If your pocketbook is empty............Psalm 37 
Losing confidence in people............1 Cor. 13 
If people seem unkind......................John 15 
Discouraged about your work.......Psalm 126 
World growing small & you great...Psalm 19 
Dealing with fear.........................Psalm 34:7 
For security................................Psalm 121:3 
For assurance...............................Mark 8:35 
For reassurance.......................Psalm 145:18  

 (submitted by Shirley Loveland) 
 

Do you know “how we got the 
Bible?”  Join us for a six week 
Bible study of the top rated 
DVD series “how we got the 
bible.”  Learn about the 

writers, the preservation of the word, and 
why we believe that what was reported over 
2,000 years ago is true.  The DVD series and 
discussion will be led by Sandy Pierce, a 
retired Physicians Assistant from North 
Carolina, who has been teaching Sunday 
School for over forty years.  The series starts 
Thursday, January 11th, at 7:00 PM and will 
continue for 6 Thursdays, through February 
15th.  The hour long class requires no 
registration. Bring your Bibles.                             
                                                           Janet Legates 

The Health  
Ministries of 
SMBTS had 13 
people attend a 

Cardiopulmonary 
Resuscitation 

(CPR) and 
Automatic Defibrillator (AED) class on 
Saturday, Nov. 4th  taught by the Delaware 
Fire School and local Police personnel.  Our 
AED is in a small box on the wall in the 
lobby, outside the Parlor.  Please be sure 
you know where it is, in case you are asked 
to fetch it.  On Wednesday, Nov. 8th we had 9 
people attend our  First Aid course.  These 
are church members, church friends and 
Thrift Shop volunteers.  We should all feel a 
little safer now.  Thanks to the Delaware 
Fire School for arranging the courses, and a 
special thanks to Barbara Service, R. N. and 
Charles Schap, a policeman, for teaching us. 
                                                        Nancy Purchase 
 

 
 

WINTER CHURCH SIGNS:   
  It's too cold to change the sign, come inside 
for the message. 
  Remember last winter?  Repent or I'll send 
more snow! 
  Jesus loves you SNOW MUCH! 
  The Son can warm your winter days. 
  In the cold winter, experience the warmth 
of God's love. 
  Those who are praying for snow, please 
stop. 
  We're still here between Christmas and 
Easter! 
  Winter is a reminder from God that Spring 
is right around the corner! 
  Come inside and embrace the warmth of 
God's love. 
  Feeling cold?  Come on inside and feel the 
warmth of the Son. 
  God loves you snow much, weather you like 
it or not. 
  Cloudy with a chance of Love...full forecast 
inside. 
 

Monday morning Bible studies                  
restarts February 4th. 
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This was written by an 8-year-old 
named Danny Dutton, who lives 
in  Chula Vista, CA.  He wrote it 
for his third grade homework 
assignment, to 'explain God.' I 
wonder if any of us could have 
done as well?  

  
EXPLANATION  OF GOD:  ‘One of God's main 
jobs is making people. He makes them to 
replace the ones that die, so there will be 
enough people to take care of things on earth. 
He doesn't make grownups, just babies. I 
think because they are smaller and easier to 
make. That way he doesn't have to take up his 
valuable time teaching them to talk and walk. 
He can just leave that to mothers 
and fathers.' 
 
 'God's second most important job is listening 
to prayers. An awful lot of this goes on, since 
some people, like preachers and things, pray 
at times besides bedtime. God 
doesn't have time to listen to the radio or TV 
because of this. Because he hears everything, 
there must be a terrible lot of noise in his 
ears, unless he has thought of a way to turn it 
off.' 
  
'God sees everything and hears everything 
and is everywhere which keeps Him pretty 
busy. So you shouldn't go wasting his time by 
going over your mom and dad's head asking 
for something they said you couldn't have.' 
  
'Atheists are people who don't believe in God. 
I don't think there are any in Chula Vista . At 
least there aren't any who come to our 
church.' 
  
 'Jesus is God's Son. He used to do all the 
hard work, like walking on water 
and  performing miracles and trying to teach 
the people  who didn't want to learn about 
God. They finally got tired of him preaching 
to 
them and they crucified him. But he was good 
and kind, like his  father, and he told his 
father that they didn't know what they were 
doing and to forgive them and God said O.K.' 
  
'His dad (God) appreciated everything that he 
had done and all his hard work on earth so he 
told him he didn't have to go out on the road 
anymore. He could stay in heaven. So he did. 

And now he helps his dad out by listening to 
prayers and seeing things which are 
important for God to take care of and which 
ones he can take care of himself without 
having to bother God. Like a secretary, only 
much more important.'  
  
'You can pray anytime you want and they are 
sure to help you because they got it worked 
out so one of them is on duty all the time.'  
 
'You should always go to church on Sunday 
because it  makes God happy, and if there's 
anybody you want to make happy, it's God! 
 
Don't skip church to do something you think 
will be more fun like going to the beach. This 
is wrong. And besides, the sun doesn't come 
out at the beach until noon anyway.' 
 
'If you don't believe in God, besides being an 
atheist, you will be very lonely, because your 
parents can't go everywhere with you, like to 
camp, but God can.  It is good to know He's 
around you when you're scared, in the dark 
or when you can't swim and you get  thrown 
into real deep water by big kids.' 
  
'But...you shouldn't just always think of what 
God can do for you. I figure God put me here 
and he can take me  back anytime he pleases. 
And...that's why I believe in God.' 

 
Some days, even just a simple 
hug, without saying a single 
word, can make a person feel a 
million times better! 
 
 
 

 
A BIG thank you to Janet 
and Gary Legates for the 
wonderful Power Point 
presentation every Sunday, 
keeping us all up to date;  
and a special thank you to 

Janet Legates, Mary Brennan and Bonnie 
Miller for developing our new website!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SIGN IN A SHOE REPAIR STORE: 
We will heal you 

We will save your sole 
We will even dye for you 
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SOCIETY OF ST. ANDREWS:    
PRAISE THE LORD  -  WE DID IT!!!  
THANK YOU,  THANK YOU,  
THANK YOU St. Matthews, we 
exceeded our goal of $3,000 for 

Hunger Action Month by sending the Society of 
St. Andrew (SOSA) a check for 3,024.45.   It did 
take us two months since we also sent fantastic 
checks to UMCOR for the Texas, Florida and 
Puerto Rico disasters.  It is amazing what we 
can do for the Lord when we combine our 
resources!  AND WE KNOW, WE CAN'T OUT-
GIVE THE LORD! If you responded to the 
challenge of putting a quarter in the SOSA box 
each day of the year, plus two on Sundays, you 
would have over $100 in your box when 
Hunger Action Month comes in September.  
This would also keep the plight of the hungry 
in your heart all year.  The Society of St. 
Andrew with its hundreds of volunteers saves 
millions of pounds of food from going to waste 
each year and gets it to food feeding agencies 
for those who do not have enough to eat. Our 
donations go for the expenses of getting this 
food to the hungry.  This is a program  well 
worth supporting.  Thank you for your 
continued participation. 
                                                          Velma Sanford 
 

 

At our October meeting we had 
a speaker, Marcia Bonifas, who 
makes stuffed bears for 
children of the fallen service 
men who arrive at the Dover 

Air Force Base.  We were able to give her a 
donation to cover some of her materials.  Our 
Christmas Bazaar was quite a success.  The 
bake table, jewelry and crafts made more 
money than other years.  We could have used 
more helpers to shut down on Saturday 
afternoon.  Our Nov. 14, meeting centered on 
giving thanks and making crafts to take to 
shut-ins and friends.  Dec. 12 was our annual 
cookie exchange hosted by Sherry VanDyke.  
Year end we made donations to Heifer 
International, Clothing our Kids, and a Global 
Mission Fellow.  What a great year we have 
had! 
                                                                 Anita Angeny 

 
 
 
 
 

10 OR 11  COMMANDMENTS? If you 
asked anyone you know how many 
commandments there are, I would bet 
that almost 100% of the responses 

would be that there are 10 commandments.  
But if you answered that there are 11 
commandments you would be right.  The 11th 
commandment is based on Jesus’ words in 
John 13:34 “A new commandment I give to 
you, that you love one another.”  Words to 
think on and take to heart as we celebrate 
Valentine’s Day, February 14th, the universal 
day of love. 
 

 

DIGITAL DAILY 
DEVOTIONALS:  
Why   switch   to 
digital          daily 

devotionals?   They  save  trees and resources 
required  to  make   the  paper   hard   copies.   
They  can  be  read  to  you as you prepare for 
the  day  or   meditate.   They   don’t   take   up 
landfill  space  when  thrown  away.  They are 
stored forever and can easily be pulled up for 
review.   They can be linked to an appropriate 
Bible  reading  in  the  version  of  your choice.  
Finally,  most of them  are free so you can use 
one or several devotionals easily. 

Here are some links to daily devotionals on the 
Internet.  There are probably a lot more.  Most 
work on smart phones, tablets, and kindles as 
well as computers.  I use Blue Letter Bible 
because it offers five different daily devotional 
and read through the Bible plans.  Each year I 
try to read through the Bible using a different 
Bible version.  I love that I don’t have to keep 
track of my progress as the program does it for 
me automatically and sends my devotion via 
email early each day.  Here are the links or you 
can go to the “app” store on your device. 

www.biblegateway.com/devotionals 

www.crosswalk.com/devotionals 

www.upperroom.org/devotionals 

www.billygraham.org/devotions 

www.odb.org - www.d365org  

www.youversion.com - www.bible.com 

www.blueletterbible.org               

                                                       Janet Legates 

http://www.biblegateway.com/devotionals
http://www.crosswalk.com/devotionals
http://www.upperroom.org/devotionals
http://www.billygraham.org/devotions
http://www.odb.org/
http://www.d365org/
http://www.youversion.com/
http://www.bible.com/
http://www.blueletterbible.org/
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If you have not already picked 
up your 2018 offering  
envelopes, they are available 
in the narthex. 

 

YOUR OFFERING HELPS:   
 

Neighbors Helping Neighbors:  Assisting 
those who cannot pay their heating bills 
during the winter weather and supplying food 
baskets, especially during the holidays when 
people feel alone. 
 

The Missions Committee:  Providing financial 
assistance to a variety of charitable 
organizations which support numerous 
people in times of need. 
 

The Evangelism Program:  Reaching out to 
the unchurched and visitors to our beach 
communities. 
 

The Shepherd Ministry:  Visiting the sick and 
distributing Communion to those who are 
bedridden. 
 

The Checkerboard Ministry:  Providing social 
activities for those who are physically and 
mentally challenged. 
 

The Quilter and Shawl Ministry:  Creating 
these items for people who are sick, 
hospitalized and/or homebound. 

 

May The Lord bless you when 
Valentine's Day is here.  May He 
keep you in His loving care every 
day throughout the year.  And may 

He grant you happiness in everything that 
you do, for in everything you seek and share, 
His love is always with you.  
 

Did you ever 
wonder why we 
mark ourselves 
with ashes at the 
beginning of Lent?  
The ashes 

symbolize our mourning for our sins.  The 
sign of the cross symbolizes cleansing and 
renewal. Plan on attending the February 14th 
Ash Wednesday service.  It begins at noon 
and will be followed by a simple soup 
luncheon.  
"All are from the dust, and to dust all return." 
                                                       Ecclesiastes 3:20 

STONE SOUP:  Imagine a world in 
which we all shared our gifts and 
bounty with each other rather than 
focusing on self preservation. 
A traveler coming into a town  is 

beset by famine.  The inhabitants try to 
discourage the traveler from starving, fearing 
he wants them to give him food.  They tell him 
in no uncertain terms that there’s no food 
anywhere to be found.  The traveler explains 
that he doesn’t need any food and that, in 
fact, he was planning to make a soup to share 
with all of them.  The villagers watch 
suspiciously as he builds a fire and fills a 
cauldron with water.  With great ceremony,  
he pulls a stone from a bag, dropping the 
stone into the pot of water.  He sniffs the 
brew extravagantly and exclaims how 
delicious stone soup is.  As the villagers begin 
to show interest, he mentions how good the 
soup would be with just a little cabbage in it.  
A villager brings out a cabbage to share.  This 
episode repeats itself until the soup has 
cabbage, carrots, onions, and beets - indeed, 
a substantial soup that feeds everyone in the 
village.  This story addresses the human 
tendency to hoard in times of deprivation.  
When resources are scarce, we pull back and 
put all of our energy into self-preservation.  
We isolate ourselves and shut out others.  As 
the story of stone soup reveals, in doing so, 
we often deprive ourselves and everyone else 
of a feast.    This metaphor plays out beyond 
the realm of food.  We hoard ideas, love, and 
energy, thinking we will be richer if we keep  
them to ourselves, when in truth we make the 
world, and ourselves, poorer whenever we 
greedily stockpile our reserves.  The traveler 
was able to see that the villagers were holding 
back, and he had the genius to draw them out 
and inspire them to give, thus creating a 
spread that none of them could have created 
alone.  Are you like one of the villages, 
holding back?  If you come forward and share 
your gifts, you will inspire others to do the 
same.  The reward is a banquet that can 
nourish many. 
 
 

 
St. Patrick's Day is an enchanted 
time,  a day to begin 
transforming winter's dreams 
into summer's magic. 
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Thank you to SMBTS 
International Student 
servers from Patty Fingles 
who was chief cook for the 
International Student 

dinners from the time the program started 
many years ago:  Dear Velma and Crew, What 
can I say but thanks!  You guys are such an 
amazing group of people.  I love each and every 
one of you!  We certainly could not have done 
all these dinners without you all.  It was so nice 
to see everyone socially, without your aprons!  
Thanks so much for all the wonderful gifts.  I 
am truly humbled.  It has been such a 
bittersweet decision as I really enjoyed all 
these years working with everyone.  It was 
wonderful to see the family of Joan Thomas.  
She will be missed so much!  Again thanks!  
Blessings to you all, Patty 

                                                             Velma Sanford 

 

The Samaritan Thrift 
Shop donated 
$66,500 to local 
charities in 2017... 

 

Neighbors Helping Neighbors Food Items  
St. Matthews By-The-Sea                $ 2,000 
 

The Home of the Brave Foundation  $ 8,500 
 

Community Food Pantry     
Salem United Methodist Church              $14,500 
 

Seaford Community Food Closet   
St. John’s U M C                                              $14,500 
 

Blessing House Ministry    $14,500 
 

Bethel Tabernacle Church of God  $ 7,500 
Helping Hands Food Bank 
 
LoveINC of Mid-Delmarva   $ 5,000 
 
 
   Total:   $66,500 
 

 

 

 

Heartfelt thanks to 
the Chancel Choir 
(Ken Anderson, 
Marjorie Bushong, 
Bob Cooper, Merle 
Dimeler, Erin 

Gibson, Dee Granger, Carol Hahn, Mildred 
Herr, Carol McCloud, Bonnie Miller, Doris 
Pierce, Glenn & Sandy Pierce, Nancy Purchase, 
Rich & Shari Robinson, Janet Squatrito, Gail 
Stubbs, Pamela Woodside);  Director Debby 
Dudley; Narrator Dave Mackes and 
Accompanist Cathy Morgan - what can we say 
but WOW, such a beautiful, touching 
Christmas Cantata!  BRAVO!!!  

 

 

During the cold season, cats 
seek shelter in cars.  Give your 
car a few taps on the hood 
before starting your car.  

 

 

TEN THINGS MONEY CAN'T BUY: 

1. Respect 
2. Common sense 
3. Integrity 
4. Peace of Mind 
5. Patience 
6. Happiness 
7. Wisdom 
8. Faith 
9. Humility 
10. Hope 

 
 

 

 

Forgiveness does not change the 
past, but it does enlarge the future.  
                        ~ Paul Boese 
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 MISSIONS:                
We must be global Christians 
with a global Vision because 
we serve a global God. 

                                                     
John R. W. Stott 

 
Your Mission Committee is passing on the 
“Thank Yous” received from the local and 
global missions. St. Matthews By-The-Sea 
assists in feeding, clothing, housing, 
transporting, teaching, and leading to 
Christian stories, faith and beliefs.  The 
heartfelt thanks come in many variations.  
Here are samples of just a couple.  Please 
check on the meeting room bulletin board for 
additional notes, cards, etc., thanking YOU for 
your generosity and outstretched arms to 
those who have the least.  Thank you!   
       

SMBTS Mission Committee 
Jacquie Christman, Chairperson 

 
 

 

 
 
Dear St. Matthews By-The-Sea Members,  
 

Your recent gift of $600 to MAF helps our 
missionaries be the hands and feet of Jesus not 
only in the isolated villages where they fly, but 
also in the hangars and offices where they 
work. God’s intentional love for each person is 
amazing.  When He opens the way for MAF to 
intersect with His plans for someone, the joy is 
indescribable.  Thank you for being an integral 
part of the ministry He allows us to do. 
 

                     For His Glory,  
                    Mike Snodgrass,  

                  Director Ministry Awareness 
                   Mission Aviation Fellowship 

 

  
 
 
 

St. Matthews By-The-Sea 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

We recently celebrated the 
completion of new Scripture 
portions in 23 language 

communities across 14 different countries.  
We’re praising God for the two million people 
who have just received God’s life-changing 
Word in their language.  Thank you for taking 
part in bringing these new Scriptures to every 
corner of the world through your gift of $150!  
I’m grateful for your partnership as we work 
together to finish the task God has entrusted to 
all believers.  If you have questions or would 
like more information, please visit us at 
Wycliffe.org/donate; call us at 1-800-992-5433 
or email us at advancement_usa@wycliffe.org 
 

Gratefully, 
Bob Creson, President/CEO 

Wycliffe Bible Translators USA 
 

 
AN ANSWERED PRAYER: It 
has now been over 6 years 
since I have seen my daughter 
Jordyn.  Not a single day has 

passed in that time that I have not prayed not 
only for her health and happiness, but also 
that some day she will know how much I love 
and miss her.  On Oct. 11th she spoke with my 
sister on the phone and asked her “Why 
doesn’t my dad write to me?”  Because of the 
delicate relationship my family has with her 
mother, this is the first time she has asked 
about me since she was 4.  My sister had the 
opportunity to tell Jordyn I ask about her 
almost every day and have done so since she 
was born.  I didn’t think this would ever 
happen yet I never stopped praying about this.  
I recently read Luke 18:1 where Jesus tells his 
disciples that they should always pray and 
never give up.  I continue to thank all of you 
who support and love me.  You are my 
foundation.  Through you, God continues to 
bestow His awesome love upon me.  I ask you 
all to continue to pray for my family and that I 
am granted clemency.  I know that like my 
other prayers, this will happen in God’s time.  
God Bless…  Christopher King #1127208,                                         
Coffeewood Correctional Center 
P. O. Box 500 
Mitchells, VA 22729 

mailto:advancement_usa@wycliffe.org
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 Birthdays This Quarter 

 
             

                                                                         
  1   Herb Chapman 
  2   Sally Craig 
       Carolyn Knicely 
       Gina Plocek 
       Thomas Smith 
  3   Mary Brennan 
       Lina Nickle     
  6   Vernon Ittner 
  7    Ali Ambrose 
  8   Ron McLain 
        Shari Robinson 
  9   Alfred P. Buhr 
        Sheila Gunter 
        Robert Norton 
10   Amy Coy 
11    George Brown 
12    Regina Smith 
13    Virginia Davidson 
        Carol Hahn 
17    Trippe VanDyke 
18    Monica Hafner 
19    Jean James 
20   Richard Bauermeister 
        Sue Clark 
21    Carol West 
23   Page Cosgrove 
24   Pam Rimkis 
25   Kathy Huegal 
26   Luke Miller 
27   Anne Hodges 
28   Lloyd Morris 
31    Aubree Gilland 
        George Reynolds 
        Phyllis Stecker 
        Betty White 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   1   Jesse Marden 
       Don Yelton 
  2   Rich Evans 
  3   Emery Anthony 
        Sandra Steiner-Ball 
  4   Jenny Logan 
       Shirley Loveland 
  5   Kelsey Korrell 
  6   Kent Fredericksen 
        Sam Pierce 
  7   Becki Hayman 
  8   Jeanne Fohl 
       Merrick Stecker 
  9   Sandy Argo 
       Hank Housman 
       Jesse Sheppard 
12  Cathy Bowden 
       Paul Butler 
       Julie Moore 
       Linda Price 
15   Alice Kelser 
19   Nancy Hargis 
       Bob Jones 
       Juanita McDonald 
21   Brian Cosgrove 
23   Sam Mooney 
24   Bob Ball 
25   Ellie Schaeffer 
26   George Bell 
27   Robert Meyer III 
        Joe Rimkis 
28   Paul Daisey 
        Melissa Enck          
        Joyce Grimm 
29   Ron Schaefer 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
   
   
 
    

   1  Melanie Brack 
       Hannah Dunlap 
       Barry Harbold 
       Carol McCloud 
  5   Danielle Blanchard 
       Hope Evans 
       Lorraine Van Wagner 
       Susan Yocum 
  6   Jennifer Marsiglia 
  7   Rollin Otto 
  9   Anita Angeny 
       Shirley Wiley 
10   Don Herr 
        Sheryll Law 
        Ron Nagers 
11    Norma Lewis 
12    Mildred Herr 
        Michele Overend 
13    El Barrett 
        Frank Evans 
        Charlotte Hawkins 
15    Lou Rixham 
16    Rich Robinson 
18    Bob Nickle 
        Owen Gibson 
19    Ken Anderson 
20    Ida Saymon 
21     Judy Schoellkopf 
25    Sean Hubley 
26    Christa Brack 
28    Charlie Dukes 
29    Philip Staurowsky 
30    Nanci Byrne 
         Brad Gibson 
         John Hafner 
         Cheryl Loveland 
31    Dave Whitney 
 

 

Age is merely the 
number of years the 

world has been 
enjoying you! 


