November 2020
Vol.1 Issue 2

St. Matthews By-the-Sea
Fenwick Island, DE

The Meaning of the Beatitudes
The Key of Happiness
The Beatitudes are eight simply stated, yet profound guidelines Jesus revealed to His
followers during His Sermon on the Mount. Jesus uses the words of The Beatitudes to
paint a picture of what the true people of God look like. Not physically, but morally
and spiritually.
The word beatitude is For God is not a God of defined as a state of
utmost bliss. They
are therefore, the
roadmap Jesus gives
disorder but of peace, ““ to us to help us find
the utmost bliss in
this world and in the
next. Those not familiar with The Beati(1 Corinthians 14:33)
tudes may be taken
aback when they
read them and discover that the secret to happiness is hungering, thirsting, and being
persecuted for what is right, living meekly, mourning, and being merciful. The Beatitudes "are the paradoxical promises that sustain hope in the midst of tribulation."
Continued on page 3

November 13

4:00—7:00 pm

November 14 8:00 –1:00 pm

(Continued on page 3)
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Get a Flu Shot
If you haven’t already got one, now is the
time to get your annual flu shot. The CDC
says the flu season usually begins in October and peaks between December and
February.
Each year’s vaccine introduces three to
four inactive strains of influenza, which
spur your body to create antibodies
against a real virus. In a four-year study
from New Zealand, flu shots reduced influenza ICU admissions by 82 percent.
The vaccine is less effective in older people, so, if you’re 65 or older, ask your
clinician about a Flu zone High-Dose vaccine, which is four times stronger. Since
the antibodies wane over the course of
flu season, don’t get your shot too early.
October or early November may be the
optimal time to get your vaccine.

A Moment with
Pastor Mike

Yea!, YaHoo! &
Yipee!!! or
Gloom, Dispair, and
Agony on me!!!
Can you believe its November already? As I am writing this in October, it is about three weeks until the
most important day in America! Yes,
on November 1st we gain an hour of
sleep as we re-set our clocks to
Standard Time. Oh yeah, there is
also that Election Day thing on November 3. When you receive this
newsletter, the election likely has
already happened, or soon will. So,
do we celebrate, or not? My guess is
some do … some don’t.
And truthfully, no matter which political side you are on, there are still
piles of difficulties. Covid, Economy,
Conflict, Drugs, People being killed
every day in our cities and towns . So
really, how do we celebrate? Can we
truly Celebrate!?

God is in control. And it is by faith
that we will see the victory. Because we know that, “Faith is the
substance of things hoped for, the
evidence
of
things
not
seen” (Hebrews 11:1).
Chapter 11 of Hebrews goes on to
state that:
“By Faith Abel offered an excellent
sacrifice!”
“By Faith Enoch was taken to heaven and did not experience death!”
“By Faith Noah built the Ark and
saved his household!”
“By Faith Abraham obeyed and
dwelt in the land of promise!”
“By Faith Sarah bore a child in her
old age!”
“By Faith Moses refused to be called
the son of Pharaoh’s daughter!”
By Faith! By Faith!! By Faith!!!
By Faith Saint Matthews By-the-Sea
By Faith You and me …!

The answer is … Yes, we can Celebrate!
We may not celebrate because of
any of the above, but we can celebrate in the midst of any struggle,
whether the entire body of Christ, or
each individual believer, because

By Faith! Are we beginning to get
the point?! Beloved of God, we are
not bound by what we see in this
world. God gave each one of us a
measure of faith—use the faith God
gave you. Jesus says “My peace I
give to you, not the peace the world
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offers but the peace of God that overcomes all reason. We may say,
“What are you talking about it’s horrible out there. How will we ever be
able to celebrate?” Jesus said, “In
this world you will have tribulation:
but be of good cheer; for I have overcome the world!”
We celebrate and rejoice because
with Jesus we have overcome this
world! Yes, we have difficulties. Yes,
we need to pray for resolutions for all
of these things. But the difference is
… we pray believing! We pray knowing that by faith we are “world overcomers!”
So go ahead, Celebrate!
faith with Jesus!

Walk by

Blessings,
Pastor Mike

Thanksgiving Fun
Facts


Forkless feast. While spoons and
knives were used at the first Thanksgiving, forks were not. Forks were not introduced for another decade.
 Big Ben off the mark. Benjamin
Franklin, wanted the U.S. national bird
to be the turkey, and not the eagle. Historians note that Franklin came close to
getting his wish, although the majestic
eagle finally carried the day.
 T.V. dinners and turkeys. In 1953,
Swanson, the frozen food king, found that it had
tons of extra turkey on the company's hands
after Thanksgiving Day. One executive had the
idea, bad or good depending on your dining
preferences, to package that extra turkey into
aluminum trays and sell them to the American
public as a frozen dinner option.
 Moonwalk meal. In 1969, U.S. Apollo astronauts Neil Armstrong and Buzz
Aldrin feasted on roasted turkey, packaged in trays, after walking the moon's
surface.
 Talking turkey. Americans chow
down on approximately 46 million turkeys on Thanksgiving Day.

The Meaning of the
Beatitudes
(Continued from page 1)

Blessed are the meek, for they shall
inherit the earth.
To be meek means to have a spirit of
gentleness and self-control. The meek
aren't violent, vengeful or willing to
exploit others.
Blessed are those who hunger and
thirst for what is right; they shall be
satisfied.
Jesus doesn’t mean literally going without food or drink; rather He’s referring
to one’s passion and drive to do God’s
will.

To be poor in spirit
means to be humble
before God.

powers us to be bearers of peace. We
show ourselves to be Children of God
when we actively work to reconcile with
others, bring together adversaries, and
work in harmony with one another.
Blessed are those who are persecuted
for the sake of what is right, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven.
A prime example of those who are persecuted
for the sake of what is right are the saints and the
martyrs. All of us are called to be saints. And like
the saints, when we suffer for Christ and others,
the Kingdom of Heaven is our reward.
Jesus is the Face of the Beatitudes
The message of the Beatitudes takes on a whole
new meaning when we realize that they’re a
minibiography of Jesus’ life. He is the ultimate
peacemaker, He has the purest heart, He is merciful and most importantly, He was persecuted—for us! The road to happiness may not be
easy, but Jesus gave us the map. All we have to
do is follow it!

Your Laundry and the
Ocean
Every time you do your laundry, clothes
made from synthetic fabrics like nylon,
rayon, and polyester shed millions of tiny
plastic fibers. It’s estimated that just one
load of laundry can shed up to 17.7 MILLION microfibers. These fibers are so tiny
that they pass through filters and
wastewater treatment plants only to
escape into our waterways and the
ocean. Many of the microplastics discovered inside marine animals are in fact
microfibers associated with plastic-based
fabrics.

Blessed are the merciful; they will be
shown mercy.
Like the phrase in the Lord’s Payer,
“Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us…” those
who are merciful to others (treat them
with kindness and forgiveness) will be
shown mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart; they shall
see God.
St. Augustine explains, “A simple heart
is a heart that is pure; and, just as the
light which surrounds us cannot be seen
except through eyes that are clear, so
neither is God seen unless that through
which He can be seen is pure.” A pure
heart is one that shows acts of love and
mercy, and beats of righteousness and
justice. There is not hatred or jealousy
in a pure heart.
Blessed are the peacemakers; they
shall be called the children of God.

There’s still plenty of time for you to
search through your basement and attic
for those long lost treasurers to donate
to the Mt. Matthews United Methodist
Women’s Holiday Bazar, Friday, November 13 and Saturday, November
14th.
You can start bringing in donations the
week before the sale. We’re looking for
yard sale items, white elephant items,
jewelry, books, baked goods and crafts.

God is the source of peace and He em3

Soup and chili will be sold in individual
containers.
Because of covid regulations, the number
of guests/shoppers will be limited. Social
distancing and masks will be required.
For more information or questions , contact Mary Brennan.

St. Matthews
By-the-Sea
New Members
George J. Bushman (Full Member)
30229 Merganser Way,
Selbyville, DE 19975

Edel Anders (Associate Member)
11613 Windward Dr., Unit 8,
Ocean City, MD 21842

Frank and Jessie Marden (Associate
Members)
1575 Smugglers Cove
Vero Beach, FL 32963

Adele C. Mayfield (Affiliate Member)

Jesus and Giving
An invitation to commitment to Jesus Christ as
personal Lord and Savior includes commitments
of time and money. Stress and distress increase
when life separates into compartments that fail
to communicate and coordinate. “No one can
serve two masters.” (Matt 6:24) No one can
serve one master without the support of a community. Jesus did not stop with the words “Go
sell what you own.” He also said, “Come, follow
me: (Luke 18). He offered support of the community along with the invitation for the man to
change his economic circumstances. The call to
commitment by the church must be accompanied by an offer of support.

be Saturday, November 7th with breakOctober was our second in person
fast at 7:30 am and the program at 8:30
meeting since the Covid-19 crisis ream.
stricted us to virtual meetings. We still
The program will be the beginning of the
have the option for calling in from home
Salvation Army Bell Ringing campaign.
or listening from the parking lot. Our
UMM meetings
offer many opportunities and we are
always looking to
make each one
more meaningful.
Everyone is offered
an opportunity to
evaluate each
meeting and suggest improvements
or new initiatives.
Encouraging fellowship, is always
rated as one of the
Ken and Merle provide a little warm up music.
best aspects of the UMM.
“Doing the
Making a connection with each other in
most good” in spite of the restriction of
ways that hearten our faith. So if you
Covid-19 will be a challenge. One we can
connect in person, from the car, or from
meet and overcome. The November
home on a phone, the joy is in joining
meeting will be open to all who wish to
together. The November meeting will
learn more about and hopefully choose
to participate in ringing the bells.

Individual Pledg-

Jesus had a lot to say about the way we manage
our resources. He recommended sharing, giving
and sacrificing. He believed that the way we use
our resources reflects our relationship with God.
e church’s invitation to commitment is always in
the context of the mission of Christ. Financial
giving is one dimension of the committed life. To
omit giving from the commitment invitation is to
ignore an important part of our faith response.

es

64
Pledge Totals
4

Living Faith by
Doing Good

THE CAT’S MEOW
My Office Assistant (?)

][pp, “No,” iuhih, “NO”, oirrssjttgoiij,
“STOP IT! Nmmmnmmm I said get OFF
of the KEYBOARrassrzihnllkkjjdvz.”
Sigh...
Yes, it’s our usual fracus over who gets
to use the keyboard. Allie is pretty
strong, plus her 14 lb. linebacker approach requires a lot of upper body
strength to get her off the keyboard.
And while walking on the keyboard is
fun, she much prefers laying down on it
for a nap.

feels that he must know what has
caught and held your attention. If whatever it is holds enough interest for you,
he might also be engaged. Cats are
master micro-managers. They like to
have their paws into everything. You
are a part of your cat’s environment, so
he feels a natural interest in things that you
are interested in.
Since animals depend on the accessibility of
their resources, they have to be able to prioritize value. If there is an object that is valued
enough to attract you, it becomes instantly
higher value to your cat because you are the
trendsetter in your
home. After all, you do
provide food, shelter
and protection to your
cat and she knows it.

Dr. Kathryn Primm is a practicing small
animal veterinarian and
practice owner at Applebrook Animal Hospital
Although these idein Ooltewah,
as may all play a
TN. Dr. Primm
role, the most besays it’s norlievable one is that
mal for Cat
many cats like attenIts been
a hard d
ay at th
people to
tion and interaction.
e office
.
You are looking at
laugh and
the
book
or
computer
and not
post photos of cats stretching out on
your cat. Your cat might prefer to be
their keyboards and technical gadgets.
your focus. If you think about life from
Some people believe that cats like these
a cat’s view, living in a house can be a
items because they are physically warm
little dull. Your presence is a major
source of entertainment. It is clearly
and perhaps they are correct. But it is
less fun when you are otherwise enprobably more complicated than that.
gaged.
Cats do not limit themselves to warm
computer parts. They also lounge on
The next time you want to lift your cat off of
things, like paperback books, that have
the keyboard, take a minute to play with her
and show her that she is more important than
no internal warmth at all (but only when
anything else you might need to do. It will be
a person is also interested). It seems like
good for you both...zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz…...
anything that you prioritize can become
intriguing to your cat. Have you ever
wondered why? We all know that cats
are notoriously curious. Maybe your cat
5

United Methodists have believed, from
the beginning, that each of us is called
to participate in the outreaching ministry of Jesus Christ. John Wesley called
the early Methodists to live out their
faith by "doing good of every possible
sort, and, as far as possible, to all
[people]" (The General Rules of the
Methodist Church).
Putting our faith into action is at the
very heart of our Christian calling. By
volunteering to serve through programs
such as United Methodist Volunteers in
Mission or the Mission Volunteers program of The General Board of Global
Ministries, every person in the church
has the opportunity to serve and to live
their calling more faithfully.
Volunteers embody Christian love in
action by bringing their diverse talents
to mission programs, local outreach
ministries, and emergency response
and recovery work around the world.
Find out more about the many volunteer opportunities and programs available through The United
Methodist Church, both at home
and abroad.
Explore United Methodist Volunteers in
Mission (UMVIM) opportunities by region. Find a Volunteer Project for an
Individual or a Team.

Oh, my goodness.

I am delicious!

BEING THE CHURCH IN
DIVISIVE POLITICAL TIMES
Many Christians today have confused the gospel of the kingdom with the politics of the nation-state and have embraced worldly political
leaders as ultimate heralds of truth. One influential Christian voice, who until recently led the
largest Christian university in the U.S., stated
“there is nothing that the President could do
that would cause him to lose my support.”
The word of God reminds us to restrain
ourselves from idolizing worldly leaders.
“Do not put your trust in princes, in human beings, who cannot save. When
their spirit departs, they return to the
ground; on that very day, their plans
come to nothing. (Psalm 146:3-4)
Jesus’ first-century followers lived in prophetic tension with the politics of state.
The book of Acts describes how some of
the early church’s opponents in Thessalonica turned the church’s faithfulness to
God into a political accusation: “These
men who have caused trouble all over
the world have now come here…. They
are all defying Caesar’s decrees, saying
that there is another king, one called
Jesus” (Acts 17:6-7).
Jesus’ gospel is the good news about the
arrival of God’s earthly reign. The four
gospels mention this gospel of the
“kingdom of God” or “kingdom of heaven” (the phrases are interchangeable)
126 times.
The gospel of the kingdom has two dynamics. It is both personal and social.
John Wesley, founder of the Methodist
movement, reminded the church it is
impossible to have personal holiness
apart from social holiness, or social holiness apart from personal holiness.

Jesus’ gospel makes no pretense of dying
and going to a disembodied heaven
somewhere beyond creation’s galaxies.
Jesus announced the holistic restoration
of heaven’s reign on earth. He saw his
mission in the context of the Old Testa-

ment prophets’ social justice demands
and the fulfilment of messianic prophecies. The prophet Amos decries institutional worship over God’s demand for
justice:

“I hate, I despise your religious festivals;
your assemblies are a stench to me.
Even though you bring me burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept
them. Though you bring choice offerings,
I will have no regard for them. Away
with the noise of your songs! I will not
listen to the music of your harps. But let
justice roll on like a river, righteousness
like a never-failing stream!” (Amos 5:2124).

Kingdom justice is not up for partisan
political debate. All who become part of
Jesus’ movement will be working together in community to change oppressive systems that fail to honor the least
and the lost.

*Excerpted in part from Revolutionary
Kingdom: following the Rebel Jesus.

“ When we Christians behave badly
or fail to behave
well, we are making
Christianity unbelievable to the outside world”
— C.S. Lewis
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Come Ye Thankful
People Come

Come, ye thankful people, come,
Raise the song of harvest home;
All is safely gathered in,
Ere the winter storms begin;
God, our Maker, doth provide
For our wants to be supplied;
Come to God’s own temple, come,
Raise the song of harvest home.
All the world is God’s own field,
Fruit unto His praise to yield;
Wheat and tares together sown,
Unto joy or sorrow grown;
First the blade and then the ear,
Then the full corn shall appear;
Lord of harvest, grant that we
Wholesome grain and pure may be.
Even so, Lord, quickly come,
Bring Thy final harvest home;
Gather Thou Thy people in,
Free from sorrow, free from sin,
There, forever purified,
In Thy presence to abide,
Come, with all Thine angels, come,
Raise the glorious harvest home.
(Henry Alford (1810-1871)

Many of us are in the habit of giving
thanks before meals. Henry Alford was
said to have also given thanks after
meals, standing and offering his gratitude
to God for the blessings just received. He
also did this at the end of the day. He
was truly one of the “thankful people.”
But this song isn’t just about thanksgiving. It is also about work completed, a
job well done. It is about aching muscles
and full barns, sun-reddened faces and
meals of plenty. It was written to be used
at harvest festivals throughout England.
Each village held a celebration when it
brought in its harvest. It has at that celebration that Alford, one of the leading
churchmen in England, would provide his
hymn of thanks.
Of course, this is not just about the work
we humans do. It is about God’s work—
providing growth to the crops and also
growth in us.

UMW Second Annual November
Birthdays
2
3
4
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Plan now to support the St. Matthews By
-the-Sea’s UMW Annual Fundraiser by
purchasing a fresh ornamental greenery
decoration. This year’s sale will feature
four types of 25”Wreaths, four types of
Sprays and a Centerpiece, and a 22” Tabletop Tree. As last year, each item may
be shipped to someone else through the
Gift It Forward program.
Traditional

Gift it Forward

25” Wreath

25” Wreath

Classic

$25

Classic

Victorian

$30

Victorian $43.21

Cranberry

$30

Cranberry $43.21

Wintergreen $30

Wintergreen
$43.21
Sprays

Sprays

$38.61

Classic

$20

Classic

Victorian

$25

Victorian $39.64

Cranberry

$25

Cranberry $43.21

Wintergreen $25

Wintergreen
$43.21
Additional Items

Additional Items
Centerpiece $30
22” Tabletop
Tree
$35

$36.23

Orders for Traditional Holiday decorations can be placed with any WMU
member, with Ann Hodges at 443-2236852, or with Sandy Donnelly, Administrative Assistant in the church office.
Checks should be made to St.
Matthews UMW.
To purchase items through the Gift It
Forward program this year, you will
need to order on line by entering the
following link: https://rb.gy/vz2drz

7
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10
11
12
14

. If you do not have computer access
and wish to purchase a Gift it Forward
item please contact Ann Hodges at 443
-223-6852 or Sandy Donnelly at the
Church Office.

15
16
17

The Gift it Forward program includes
FedEx delivery in a decorator box, personal greeting card, wreath hanger and
seedling planted in honor of the recipient. If ordering online in order for the
UMW to receive credit please use the
Fundraiser Code: STMATTDE001.

18

Centerpiece
$40.88
22” Tabletop
Tree
$40.88

19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

29
30
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Peggy Harkey
Nancy Scheffey
Christina Lee Antonini
Erin Applegate
Willie Bell, Jr.
John Maks
Dolly Snyder
Kathy Hickman
Dot Moore
Jim Murphy
Jane Noland
Stanley Randall
Joy Hammond
Wendy Yelton
Anna Hewitson
Sally Rice
Viola Weiss
Linda Parcher
Pamela Anthony
Samantha Aaron
Phyllis Anthony
Erin Gibson
Lynn Taylor
Fay Morris
Susan Rhue
Daisey Calhoun
Kelly Clendaniel
Mary Loats
Becky Dukes
B.J. Houser
Don Godfrey
Karen Clark
Connie Alderfer
Glenn Pierce
Gail Stubbs
David Grant
Linda Berwick
Garnet Fowler
Susan Clower
Don Harkey
Patricia Newton
Colin James
Glenn Leichlier
Vicki Daisey
Wendeline Woodside

Kettle Campaign
St. Matthews By-the-Sea is looking for volunteers to ring bells at its red kettle during
the holiday season.
This year’s campaign — Rescue Christmas
in 2020 — will kick off in November.

Campaign supports families and individuals in need with utility, rental, and
food assistance; clothing and other
basic needs; and free youth and senior
programming.
The division said it provided 256,054

The Salvation Army’s iconic red kettle will
be stationed at Hocker’s Grocery where
people can donate.
Those who want to give online to this
year’s campaign can do so
at www.salvationarmywpa.org/
RescueChristmas.
“The need now is greater than ever, and
our dedicated volunteers have a direct
impact in helping our neighbors across the
region who are struggling, as there is no
quarantine from hunger, from homelessness, or from poverty,” Maj. Raphael Jackson, said in a news release. “We are prioritizing safety for all as we continue to navigate life during the COVID-19 pandemic,
and we know that it is now more important than ever to raise funds for people
in need.”

It estimates it will serve up to 155 percent more people this year with Christmas assistance: helping to put food on
the table, helping to pay their bills, offering a safe place of shelter and
warmth, and providing gifts and toys for
children.
This year, the Salvation Army is implementing protocols to ensure the health
and safety of bell ringers and donors,
including:
• Bell ringers must wear a mask during
their entire shift.
• All kettle equipment will be sanitized
at the beginning and end of each day.

meals and 72,118 food boxes during
the first three months of the pandemic,
equal to 70 percent of the total meals
and 50 percent of the total food boxes
provided throughout the last fiscal year.

The Salvation Army’s annual Red Kettle

• As an individual approaches the kettle,
bell ringers will be trained to step aside
to allow six feet of separation for safe
social distancing.
• Bell ringers will not have any physical
contact with any donations or individuals.
Those interested in volunteering for this
year’s Red Kettle Campaign should contact Phil Drew.

Lessons Taught by Children
When Mrs. Klein told her first graders to
draw a picture of something for which
they were thankful, she thought how
little these children, who lived in a deteriorating neighborhood, actually had to
be thankful for. She knew that most of
the class would draw pictures of turkeys
or of bountifully laden Thanksgiving tables. That was what they believed was
expected of them.
What took Mrs. Klein aback was Douglas’s picture. Douglas was so forlorn and
likely to be found close in her shadow as
they went outside for recess. Douglas’s
drawing was simply this:
A hand, obviously, but whose hand? The
class was captivated by his image. “I

think it must be the hand of God that
brings us food,” said one student.
“A farmer,” said
another, “because
they grow the turkeys.”
“It looks more like a
policeman, and they
protect us.” “I
think,” said Lavinia,
who was always so
serious, “that it is supposed to be all the
hands that help us, but Douglas could
only draw one of them.”
Mrs. Klein had almost forgotten Douglas
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in her pleasure at finding the class so responsive. When she had the others at
work on another project, she bent
over his desk and asked whose hand
it was. Douglas mumbled, “It’s
yours, Teacher.”
Then Mrs. Klein recalled that she
had taken Douglas by the hand from
time to time; she often did that with
the children. But that it should have
meant so much to Douglas …
Perhaps, she reflected, this was her
Thanksgiving, and everybody’s Thanksgiving—not the material things given unto
us, but the small ways that we give something to others.

