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I know people in Jesus’ time had more trouble getting church going than we have 

had but it seems like we have been greatly challenged in the Time of Coronavirus 

Virus-19.  

Our lives changed on March 11 when pretty much everything we know was shut 

down. Then on March 25, we were divided into 

essential and non-essential workers. (I considered 

myself non-essential—my wife said I was just 

worthless.) From there on out it has just been a 

time of uncertainly and disruption. 

We go to church online, kids go to school in the 

dining room, we’re learning to visit our friends on 

Zoom and we’re careful about being around any-

one as we learn to “social distance.” Masks are 

becoming fashion statements. And most im-

portantly, we don’t know when this will stop. 

The good news is that God is there to take care of 

you. 

Brethren, for this reason, in [spite of all] our stress and crushing difficulties we have been filled 
with comfort and cheer about you [because of] your faith (the leaning of your whole person-
ality on God in complete trust and confidence). 

1 Thessalonians 3:7 
 

With God’s help  we will live through this “crushing difficulty” and move on to a 

better way of life. In the mean time you can help those around you. Find your own 

words of encouragement in the Bible and drop a card or email to a friend sharing 

that message. With complete trust and confidence in God we will get through this. 

Church in the Time of Corvid-19 

Pastor Mike preaches from the 

parking lot pulpit. 

The Spirituality of  

Stewardship 
Stewardship is rooted in scripture, rec-

ognizing we, as individuals, are not own-

ers of our lives but rather are stewards 

or managers. Stewardship, quite simply, 

is recognizing that everything we have 

and everything we are is a gift from God 

and we should be grateful and generous 

with those gifts. 

Stewardship is a conversion journey of 

receiving God’s love and returning love 

to Him. A conversion requires prayer, 

reflection and time to allow God to show 

us who we are and the person of love 

that we  can become. 

Throughout the conversion experience, 

the disciple yearns to change as we grow 

into the person God created us to be—a 

steward uniquely His own, but united in 

the Body through Jesus Christ. 

Parking Lot Worship 

Channel 

100.5 FM 
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A Moment with 

  Pastor Mike 

In Memory of Eleanor 

Arnold Barrett 
Eleanor (El) Barret of Ocean City, 
Maryland, passed away peacefully 
on June 23, 2020. El was born 
March 13, 1943 in Baltimore, Mary-
land. She was the daughter of the 
late Melvin Daniel Arnold and Char-
lotte (Bryson) Arnold.  

She was the beloved wife of deceased Russell L. 
Barrett, Jr. for 40 years. She  is survived by two 
sons, Michael and Mark; a younger sister Carolyn 
Isbell of Grand Rapids, Mi, and younger twin 
brothers, Robert and James of Crofton, MD. 

El was a member of St. Matthews By-the-Sea 
since 1997, where she served as editor of the 
newsletter. She was also an Usher and on the 
Bereavement Commitment.  

Since 2005 one of her passions was caring for 
feral cats at the Ocean City inlet . She was even 
profiled on 
WBOC for her 
work with the 
cats. 

El also loved 
to bake cakes 
and took 
great pleas-
ure in cele-
brating birth-
days and other occasions. She called Bin-
go each week at the McDonalds in West 
Ocean City. She made sure that each 
member had their own special cake for 
their birthday. 

 

St. Matthews By-the-Sea UMC 
1000 Coastal Highway 

Fenwick Island, DE 19944 

302-537-1402 
www.smbts.org    smbts@verizon.net 

http.//www.facebook.com/StMatthewsBythe 
Sea/ 

Reverend Michael Hurley, Pastor 

Glenn Pierce, Newsletter  Editor 

Rejoice! & Pray! 

Some of you may know my favorite scripture (well, one of them!).  It's Philippians 

4:4, which tells us to “Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice!”  I love 

that God wants SMBTS to be full of joy ... again, ... and again, … and again!  

Still, in the midst of our day-to-day stuff, God's joy can be hard to find.  Some-

times it is even down-right illusive!  So how do we maintain our “Joy Quotient”?  

(glad you asked!)   

 

First of all, When we feel a lack of joy we need to ask questions!  

-“Hey, Am I at Peace with God?” … or  

-“What am I holding on to tighter than God's Word?”  …or 

-“What is causing me to think what I want is the most important thing?”  

-“Do I just want to win the argument? …or do I let God work through me?”   

 

And by the way, let me state here. When my joy is low, these are the very ques-

tions that I often do not want to ask. (Perhaps you can relate).  Still, let me say, 

ask the questions!  Ask them honestly, because we have to recognize that, in 

order for us to “Rejoice Continuously,” we need to let God's Spirit fully consume 

us; in fact to overwhelm us with Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Long-suffering, 

Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness, and Self-Control. The fruit of the 

Spirit, or … the very character of God, indwells us when we welcome the holy 

presence of God.     (Galatians 5:22-23).   

Secondly, we need to Pray!  Philippians 4:6-7 continues, “Be anxious for nothing, 

but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your re-

quests be made known to God; and the peace of God which surpasses all un-

derstanding, will guard your heart and mind through Christ Jesus.”             

In a “nutshell”, as one of God's “set apart ones” do what Jesus said to do.   

Keep the Lord’s commandments,  Abide in God’s love,  Abide in God’s Spirit    

Pray. Pray. & Pray!  When you do, the joy of Jesus will fully abide in you.   

Abide,  Pray,  Rejoice!! 

    Many Blessings, 

     Pastor Mike   

(read John 15:10-11) 
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Quote of the Day 

“Please scream inside 

your heart!” 
What a Japanese theme park is 

asking its riders to do to prevent 

spreading coronavirus. As if we 

haven’t been doing that all all 

ready!?! 

Crop Hunger Walk 

Sept. 20 - Oct 18, 2020  

Attention all SMBTS walkers! You will have an 

opportunity to fight hunger just by continuing 

to do your daily walks! Each walker will obtain 

sponsors to contribute to CROP Hunger Walk. 

The walk will be done individually or small 

family groups from Sept. 20 - Oct 18, 2020 

following our local coronavirus guidelines. 25% 

of donations remain in Sussex County for our 

local food pantries. So, get ready! Challenge: 

$1.00/mile x 20 miles. Participants will receive 

a special mask with the CROP logo. For 

more information contact Sandy 

Pierce. 

We are now accepting donations of 

nonperishable food items. You can 

bring them with you to church each 

Sunday. Your donations go to the Pyle 

Center and are distributed to those in 

lower Sussex County who are experi-

encing difficult times. Be sure and 

check those expiration dates.  

Back In Business! 
 Adult Sunday School 

BYKOTA Adult Sunday School Class will 
begin to meet Sundays @ 9:30 a.m. in 
Clendaniel Hall (masks are required) 
with social distancing. We will finish 
Isaiah and start the book of Jeremiah. 
All are welcome!  

Prayer Group 

The Prayer Group is once again 
meeting in person at the church every 
Monday at 9:00am for an hour of 
praise and supplication. The Prayer 
Group invites all who believe in the 
power of prayer to join them. Mask 
and social distancing are required. 

Crafty Ladies 

The Crafty Ladies are now meeting 
every Tuesday in Clendaniel Hall at 
9:30 am. Bring your crafts that you 
made or your ideas that you had during 
COVID. It’s also not too early to start 
collecting your used books, jewelry and 
white elephant items for the Christmas 
Bazaar on November 13 – 14, 2020.  

Back in the Sanctuary 

Worship has returned to the Sanctuary for the 8:30 and 10:45 services. There are a 

few rules that you should follow: 

1. Print your bulletin and hymns at home. A limited number will be available in the 

Narthex. No bibles or hymn books are available in the sanctuary. 

2. Wear your mask!  

3. When entering the building an Usher will provide you with hand sanitizer. 

4. Seating is arranged for social distancing for one or two people in each spot. If 

you have a larger  family see an usher. 

5. Remember, no hugging, handshaking or touching of any kind. 

6. When worship is over, leave immediately by the doors at the front of the Sanctuary. 

7. We continue to broadcast the service in the parking lot on 100.5 FM 
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United Methodist Now is 

a bimonthly e-newsletter for 

church members to highlight ex-

amples of Christian living, share 

inspirational messages, and focus 

on what it means to be part of our 

connection. Have ideas for future 

issues or a question about past 

issues, or want to subscribe,  con-

tact the newsletter. Email them at:   

jiovino@umcom.org  

2020 St. Matthews By-the-Sea 

Annual Church Conference 

Friday, October 2—6:30 PM 

The 2020 Annual Church Conference 

will be a virtual conference shown 

on Zoom.  

To allow for members who do not 

have internet access to view the 

conference activities, the meeting 

will be broadcast in the church sanc-

tuary.  If you plan to participate at 

church, please wear your mask and 

plan on social distancing. 

We have not received information 

on whether you can Zoom from your 

home, but if it is provided we will 

email you the information.     

The Church has Left the Building. 

This saying in faith-based circles has increased in popularity during the coronavirus 
pandemic when social-distancing guidelines have recommended that churches 
throughout the world close their physical doors. The result in not gathering for usual 
worship services has, in some instances, caused anxiety among church leaders who 
fear declines in giving. 

The good news is that those fears, in the majority of churches, are unrealized. Despite 
the challenges associated with the pandemic-era church, United Methodists continue 
to financially support their local congregations. In new research conducted by United 
Methodist Communications of 1,000 U.S. United Methodist churches, the percentage 
of churches that say giving is down 20 percent or more went from 66 percent in 
March to only 12 percent in June. This data indicates that fewer churches are suffer-
ing from dramatically lower levels of giving. 

Although the news has improved, it's still important to remember that there are no 
offering plates making their way down the pews these days. United Methodists are 
encouraged to continue contributing to their local congregations in the same way 
they did pre-coronavirus. 

“It’s important to remember that just because the building is closed doesn’t mean 
that the church is closed,” says Ken Sloane, director of Stewardship and Generosity, 
Discipleship Ministries of The United Methodist Church. Ministry is led by leaders, 
clergy and lay leaders,” he notes, adding that “the need for the church’s ministry has 
gone up dramatically” in recent weeks. 

“Because people are staying in their houses, there’s a growing concern (among 
church leaders) about anxiety and a concern about people feeling discouraged,” he 
says. “A message of hope is more important this year than any year in recent 
memory.” 

With this in mind, many pastors are working to connect with church members 
throughout the week with phone calls, texts, cards and other outreach methods. 
Church services are happening online. 

“There is ministry that goes on just because the church is locked up,” Sloane points 
out. 

As church leaders seek to do church differently these days, members may need to 
handle giving differently. (Continued on next page.) 

https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/study-measures-impact-of-covid-19-on-united-methodist-churches
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/study-measures-impact-of-covid-19-on-united-methodist-churches
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In Memory of  
Lorraine Keck 

 

Loraine Jo Freer Keck, Administrative As-
sistant at St. Matthews By-the-Sea, of 
Bethany Beach, Delaware passed away 
Thursday, July 30, 2020 at home. 
Loraine was born Feb. 5, 1947 in Port Alle-
gany, the daughter of Josephine and Law-
rence Freer. 

She was a graduate of Port Allegany Jr./Sr. 

High School; she went on to receive a B.S. 

in Business Administration degree from 

the University of Pittsburgh while also 

receiving a health care administrative de-

gree from John Hopkins University . 

She worked for Marriott International as a 

regional director of sales. 

Loraine loved the beach, watching sunris-

es and sunsets, collecting seashells, 

watching dolphins, and taking long walks. 

Loraine loved all animals and supported 

many rescues and shelters. 

Loraine loved her family dearly and is sur-

vived by a 

son, Christo-

pher (Lisa) 

Keck of Port 

Allegany, a 

daughter, 

Michelle 

Keck of Wilmington, Del.; granddaughters, 

Brittany Keck of Bradford, and Mariam 

Pasdar of Washington, D.C. and grandsons 

Jordan (Ashley) Wallace of Millerton and 

J.C. (Christina) Pasdar of Wilmington, Del. 

Loraine was preceded in death by her par-

ents, Josephine and Lawrence Freer and a 

brother, Raymond Freer. 

A private memorial will be held on the 

beach in Delaware at a later time. 

 

Left the Building 

(From page 4) For those whose giving 
routine is to drop the check in the 
plate, consider dropping it in the mail 
instead. 

If churches offer electronic giving, now 
is the time to sign up, if that hasn’t 
already happened.  Your local bank 
can help you with the “Bill Pay” fea-
ture. That will send your check directly 
to the church and can even be set  up 
for automatic payment. Banks are 
encrypted with security measures to 
keep financial information safe. 

In the same way that a church’s in-
come may have been negatively 
affected, there are many whose finan-
cial situations have changed signifi-
cantly.   

“One of the realities of this is that 
some people may have no income at 
all,” Sloane says. “But some people 
have not been financially hurt and 
may be in a position to do more. 
We’re really asking people to do what 
they can, but, if they can’t, we under-
stand.” 

Payer March 2020 
September 26, 2020 

Noon—2:00 p.m.  
Join the Prayer Group of St. Mat-

thews By-the-Sea for a singular 

focus on prayer along with those 

walking at the National Mall in 

Washington, DC. 

James 5:16 16 Therefore confess your 

sins to each other and pray for each 

other so that you may be healed. The 

prayer of a righteous person is powerful 

and effective.  

October Birthdays  

  2    Patricia McGee  

4    Christopher King                                                                       

         Carol Rose 

         Jill Shuart 

  5    Ralph Scheffey  

  6    Coleton Lowe 

         Sue Peters 

         Frank Vandegrift 

         Rita Williams 

  8    Susan Howard 

  9    Bill Stubbs 

11     Beverly Allen 

         Darlene Kropf 

12    Larry Christman 

13    Mary McConnel 

         Burt Miller 

        Alma “Cookie” Woodhouse 

14    Jean Beach 

        Jim Hayes 

15    Dave Mackes      

18    Sharon Kuznick 

19    Sandra Schimler 

        Gary Taylor 

20   Kim Hook 

21    Wanda Bagarus    

23       Wayne Lyons      

24 Angela Gray 

25    Carol Singer 

26    John Cowan 

27    Jack Coxe 

         Gail Dawson 

         Shanna McIlvain 

28   Jonathan Taylor 

        Peggy Thomas  

29   Charlotte Klapproth  

        Barbara Waddle 

31 Lee Ambrose  
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Yes, it’s true. Our cats are on Prozac. 

Now before you start laughing, there’s 

a very good reason for it.  

Ellie and Allie are sisters who came to 

live with us shortly after we moved to 

Delaware. They decided that, although 

it was nice, they had had 

enough of all the wailing 

going on at the West 

Ocean City Pet shelter, 

and chose a quieter home 

with us in Fenwick Island. 

For the first two years 

they were perfect angels, 

sleeping together, bathing 

each other and having group play time. 

And then one day something hap-

pened. We’re not sure what caused it, 

but suddenly they wanted to kill each 

other! No kitty play. Full out, “I want to 

tear your eyeballs out and eat them for 

breakfast” fighting. (I will have scars for 

the rest of my life from breaking things 

up.) 

So, of course, off we went to the vet. 

After a Social Security check’s worth of 

visits, blood work, changes in food and 

treats, the vet came to her diagnosis. “I 

don’t know what’s going on,” she said 

in her best vet voice. “Let’s put them on 

Prozac and see what happens. 

Giving a Cat a Pill 

I’m sure if you have a cat you’ve been 

through the “Pill Process.” It’s easy if 

you just follow some basic rules. 

1. Grasp your cat firmly in your arms. 

Cradle its head on your elbow, just 

as if you’re giving a baby a bottle.  

Coo confidently. “That’s a nice 

kitty.” Drop the pill in its mouth. 

2. Retrieve your cat from the top of 

the lamp and the pill from under 

the sofa. 

3. Follow procedure from Step 1, but 

hold your cat’s front 

paws down with your 

left hand and back paws 

with the elbow of your 

right arm. Poke the pill 

in its mouth with your 

right forefinger. 

4. Retrieve your cat 

from under the bed and 

get a new pill from the bottle. 

Begin at Step 1 again. 

5. Leave your cat hanging on the 

drapes. Leave the pill in your hair. 

Consider having a good cry. 

6. This isn’t working. Think. Aha! It’s 

those slashing claws that are caus-

ing the chaos. 

7. Get a big beach towel. Before they 

know what’s happening, wrap the 

cat up in the towel. 

8. Quickly  rotate your left hand to 

the cat’s head. Press its mouth at 

the jaw hinges and open the 

mouth. 

9. Drop the pill in the cats’ mouth. 

Voila! It’s done! 

10. Vacuum up the loose cat hair, ap-

ply bandages to your wounds, take 

two of the cat’s Prozac and lie 

down. 

Now how easy was that? 

Glenn Pierce, Editor 

THE FUN OF GIVING YOUR CAT A PILL 

THE CAT’S MEOW 

The Last Word 
Oh, I forgot to tell the rest of the Cat Pill story. 

So a couple of days ago I dropped a pill 

while taking my morning handful. I 

searched and searched for it, but could-

n’t find it. 

Two days later Sandy is standing in the 

kitchen when in walks Ellie. She sits 

down in front of Sandy, looks up, goes 

“PFTTP”, and spits out my pill! She then 

turns around, and with tail riding high in 

the air,  heads off for a nap. 

I hate it when the children get the last word. 

A Thankful Return 

Some people might think it’s presumptu-

ous, but I considered it to be Advanced 

Planning. 

You see, as I prepared the mailing for the 

Stewardship Commitment Cards, I print-

ed a second set of envelopes. Why you 

may ask? It was because I wanted to be 

ready to send each of you a thank you 

letter when your financial commitment 

to  St. Matthews By-the-Sea came in the 

mail. Hopefully after spending time talk-

ing with God during your devotions, you 

are excited about making your commit-

ment. And I’m excited about the oppor-

tunity to say thanks for giving. 

Please have your commitment cards in 

by October 3rd. 
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Sandy Donnelly is 

our new Adminis-

trative Assistant. 

Sandy lives in Sel-

byville with her hus-

band Rich and two 

dogs, Bourbon and 

Rye. 

Sandy worked 20 years in Human Re-

sources for Dupont. More recently she 

worked for GE Aviation. 

Sandy enjoys traveling and spending time 

on the beach. She is a member of the Elks 

Club in Ocean City. 

We encourage everyone to welcome Ed-

ward and Sandy with a card or letter. 

Welcome New Staff Members 

St. Matthews By-the-Sea is pleased to 

welcome two new staff members, Ed-

ward Gillenardo, Accompanist, and 

Sandy Ellenboro, Administrative Assis-

tant. 

Edward is a gradu-

ate of Salisbury Uni-

versity where he 

received his BA in 

Music Performance, 

Conducting and 

Composition. His is 

proficient in Organ/

Keyboard, Percussion, Lower Brass and 

Voice (Choral). He has served numerous 

churches in Tennessee, Florida and Dela-

ware. He works full time at K&L Micro-

wave in Salisbury MD, 

• Due to health issues, Mimi Drew has stepped 
down as Chair of the Admin Council.  Joann 
Strawser has  been selected to take her 
place. 

• “The Way Forward” was discussed and sug-
gestions were made on how to educate the 
church body. Pastor Mike will be responsible 
for this. 

• SMBTS does not have a list of “Church Ser-
vices” available to individuals/groups  who 
want to use the church for outside events. 
Angie Smith is working on this project. 

• The Choir is currently raising money for new 
robes. For more information  contact Debby 
Dudley. 

• Pew Cushion Replacement—the Trustees 
have moved this project to 2022. 

• Finance Committee—the church continues 

to run a deficit. The committee is doing fol-

low-up on last year’s stewardship 

campaign. 

• Safe Sanctuary Program—Safe Sancutary 

training is scheduled for Sept 12 and Oct 1, 

2020. Training will include CPR, AE and 

Tournequet  training. The church only 

needs to use State background checks and 

the church will pay for these.  

• Children's Beach Ministry. The  beach 

camp was canceled due to covid re-

strictions. The committee is currently 

working on alternate safe options for chil-

drens ministry. 

• Stewardship Campaign will  begin the end 

of August. Glenn Pierce is heading the 

program 

• The Membership Committee is 

working on updating the Member-

ship List. Efforts are being made to 

obtain correct addresses and other 

contact information, member sta-

tus, and deleted membership. If you 

know of changes contact Alice 

Ward. 

News from the  Administrative Council. 

For the Healing  
 of the Nation 

For the healing of the nation, 

 Lord, we pray with one accord; 

For a just and equal sharing 

 of the things that earth affords; 

to a life of love in action 

 help us rise and pledge our word, 

help us rise and pledge our word. 

 

Lead us forward into freedom; 

 from despair your world release, 

that, redeemed from war and hatred, 

 all may come and go in peace. 

Show us how through care and goodness 

 fear will die and hope increase, 

fear will die and hope increase. 

 

All that kills abundant living, 

 let it from the earth be banned; 

pride of status, race, or schooling, 

 dogmas that obscure Your plan. 

In our common quest for justice 

 may we hallow life’s brief span, 

may we hallow life’s brief span. 

 

You, Creator, God, have written 

 Your great name on humankind; 

for our growing in Your likeness 

 bring the life of Christ to mind, 

that by our response and service 

 earth its destiny may find, 

earth its destiny may find. 

 

(To the tune of Guide Me Oh, Thou Great Jehovah.) 

The Reverend Frederik Hermanus Kaan 

(Words) was a clergyman of Dutch 

origin who served in the Congregational 

Church in Britain and a prodigious 

hymnwriter. His hymns include both 

original work and translations. He 

sought to address issues of peace and 

justice. He was born in Haarlem in the 

Netherlands in July 1929. He was bap-

tized in St Bavo Cathedral but his family 

did not attend church regularly.  

John Hughes (22 November 1873 – 14 

May 1932) (Music) was a Welsh com-

poser of hymn tunes. He is most widely 

known for the tune Cwm Rhondda 

“Guide Me Oh Thou Greatr Jehovah.”  
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St. Matthews By-the-Sea 

1000 Coastal Highway 

Fenwick Island, DE  19944 

Senior Pastor 
Rev. Mike Hurley 
 

Administrative Assistant 

Sandy Donnelly 

 

Lay Leader 

Sandy Pierce 

 
Administrative Council 

Joann Strawser 
 

Trustee Chair 
Charlie Zonko 

 

Finance Chair 
Pat Plocek 
 

Finance Secretary 
Harry Yeich 
 

Treasurer 

Mary Brennan 

 
Staff-Parish Relations 
Angie Smith 
 

Music Director 
Debby Dudley 

 

Checkerboard Ministry 
Vicki Daisey 
 

Methodist Women 
Sherry Van Dyke 
 

Methodist Men 
Phil Drew 
 

Missions 

Sandy Pierce 
 

Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors 
Joann Strawser 

 

Shepherds Ministry 
Wanda Bagarus 

 
Worship 
Carol McCloud 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Glenn Pierce 

Church Leadership 


