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2 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman
world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while[a] Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone
went to their own town to register.
4 So

Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David,
because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was
pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a
manger, because there was no guest room available for them.
8 And

there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that
will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has
been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will
find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
13 Suddenly

a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,
14 “Glory

to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

15 When

the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the
Lord has told us about.”
16 So

they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When
they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and all
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and
pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they
had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.
21 On

the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise the child, he was named Jesus, the name the angel had
given him before he was conceived.
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A Moment with
Pastor Mike

Advent,
to Christmas,
to Epiphany
During Advent (the 4 Sundays before
Christmas) we sing, “Come thou longexpected Jesus, born to set thy people
free.”
During the 12 days of Christmas (Dec
25-Jan 5) we join with the herald angels
and sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”
On Epiphany (Jan 6), “the appearance” of Jesus encourages us to behold
the light shining in darkness; the Root
of Jesse; David’s Son, to whom we sing,
“O Morning Star, how fair and bright,
You beam forth, in truth and light!”
The story these calendar days tell us
is one of “good tidings and great joy”—
for the Messiah has come. It is a time
of wonder. It is a time to remember
that “God so loved the world that he
gave his only begotten Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but
have eternal life” (John 3:16).
Advent not only prepares us for the
celebration of Jesus’ birth at Christmas
time, it also reminds us that our lives
have a very real purpose. The vision
the Apostle Paul had on the road to
Damascus, for example, was not a passing emotional experience, but a vision
that had clear and deliberate direction

a personal relationship with Jesus! It is
not enough to give mental assent to
the fact that God has redeemed the
world, or even to know that the Holy
Spirit can make all that Jesus did a reality in our lives. We must get pass
“just knowing” and have a relationship
with the one who loves us and came to
save us—Jesus the Messiah.

for him. Paul stated, “I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision” (Acts
26:19).
Our Lord said to Paul, in
effect, “Your whole life is to be overpowered or subdued by Me; you are
to have no goal, no aim, no purpose
but Mine.” The Lord also says to us,
“You did not choose Me, but I chose
you and appointed you to go and bear
good fruit” (John 15:16). This Advent
Season, we ask the question, “How
has the Lord impacted your life?”
I enjoyed reading a bible study book
a few years ago entitled, “The Purpose
Driven Life” by Rick Warren. The first
chapter of the book asks a very profound question; “What on earth am I
here for?” The first line of the book
gives us a huge clue—it reads, “It’s not
about you.” This can be a rather disturbing thought, however the truth is,
we are all created by God and placed
in God’s creation for the purpose of
serving God! And let me say, the fact
that “we the people of Saint
Matthews-by-the-Sea” are accepting
this reality gives me good cause to be
encouraged about our spiritual life
and health, both individually and congregationally. There is much “good
fruit” being produced.
Folks, God wants his whole church,
to take his whole gospel, to the whole
world. This is our purpose! Of course,
the call of Advent reminds us that our
life’s purpose must first be founded on
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And so, this Advent Season, listen!
Be determined to re-connect, to hear,
and to share with others the purpose
God has placed in you. Be obedient to
the heavenly vision, as Paul was. Give
the Lord first place in your life and you
will reap the bounty of much good
fruit.
Have a Jesus Christmas and a Joyous
New Year!
Pastor Mike

St. Matthews By-the-Sea UMC
1000 Coastal Highway
Fenwick Island, DE 19944
302-537-1402
www.smbts.org

smbts@verizon.net

http.//www.facebook.com/StMatthewsBythe
Sea/
Reverend Michael Hurley, Pastor
Glenn Pierce, Newsletter Editor

January 2021
Time
For A
Fresh
Start!
It’s January 2021 and that means it’s
a good time to renew your pledge to
live a life of Stewardship.
The Covid virus has caused millions of
Americans to be food challenged.
You can help by donating needed
food and paper products to the Pyle
Center, Sussex County’s Food Pantry.
Here’s come suggestions and rules
about giving to the food pantry:

•

Toothpaste, bar soap, shampoo,
toilet paper, dish soap, laundry
soap.

•

Dry pasta/spaghetti, pasta
sauce/spaghetti sauce, macaroni
& cheese.

•
•

Cereal.

•

Canned pasta (think SpaghettiOs), baked beans

•

Canned meats

Canned green beans, corn, peas,
mixed vegetables.

Nothing that requires butter or milk
Be sure and double check the expiration dates.
Sunday January10th, will be Feed Our
Neighbors Day Bring your food that
day. If you can’t, plan to drop it by
the church during the week. We will
be sure it’s delivered to the Center.

If you give some of your own food to
[feed] those who are hungry and to
satisfy [the needs of] those who are
humble, then your light will rise in the
dark, and your darkness will become as
bright as the noonday sun.

Giving: Here,
There and
Everywhere.
Giving Here

Giving Everywhere
“Then opening their treasurers, they
offered him gifts, gold and frankincense
and myrrh.”
Matthew 2:11

Make giving a habit, especially to St.
Matthews By-the-Sea. For the second
year in a row, St. Matthews has not
made it’s annual budget. At present
we are some $50,000 under budget for
2021. That’s a lot of mission, evangelical and program work not getting
done. Consider an annual pledge, no
matter how small, for 2021.

Giving There
Monarch Butterflies. Over the past 20
years 90% of North American monarchs have been wiped out. That loss
is primarily due to loss of habitat and
global climate change. The Environmental Defense Fund offers creative
ways to
save the
habitat of
the Monarch as it
passes
through
our region.
Environmental Defense Fund
1875 Connecticut Ave NW, Ste 600
Washington, DC 20009
202-572-3298

Isaiah 58:10
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One of the mission programs that St.
Matthew’s supports is Church World
Service. CWS supports missionaries and
programs around the world. One of their
most unique programs is called
Best Gifts. Best
Gifts offers you a
specific way for
you to love your
neighbor based
on the greatest
need they have. The concept is that you
“pay” for items that an individual needs.
For example, you can give a chicken for a
donation of $15. Here are a few other
items you can purchase:
•

$ 22—500 baby fish in Honduras

•

$85—Two piglets in Myanmar

•

$60—A beehive in Kenya

•

$10—Five cans if seed corn

•

$15—A chicken

•

And many more

For more information visit cwsbestgift.org; of call 1-800-297-1516.

What happens when kids’
letters arrive at the
North Pole?
Does Kringle and Co. sell the data to
online marketers? Here’s the fine print
on Santa’s website:
•

•

•

•

•

Santa’s Privacy Policy: At Santa’s
Workshop, your privacy is important to us. What follows is an
explanation of how we collect and
safeguard your personal information.
• Why Do We Need This Information? Santa Claus requires your
information in order to compile his
annual list of who is Naughty and
who is Nice and to ensure accuracy
when he checks it twice.
• What Information Do We Collect? We obtain information from
the unsolicited letters sent to Santa by children all over the world
listing specific items they would
like to receive for Christmas. Often
these letters convey additional
information, such as which of their
siblings are doodyheads. The
letters also provide another important piece of information—
fingerprints. We run these through
databases maintained by the FBI,
CIA, NSA, Interpol, MI6, and the
Mossad. If we find a match, it goes
straight on the Naughty List.
• What Do We Do with the Information We Collect? Sharing is one
of the joys of Christmas. For this
reason, we share your personal
information with unaffiliated third
parties: the Easter Bunny, the
Tooth Fairy, and Hanukkah Harry.
How long do you keep this information on file? Pretty much forever.

Joy to the World
When is a Christmas carol not a Christmas carol? When it doesn’t focus on
the birth of Christ, perhaps?
Take this one for instance. Isacc Watts
based this text on the last half of Psalm
98, which celebrates the coming of the
Lord to judge the world in righteousness. The psalmists call on all creation
to sing and shout for joy at his coming.
There is nothing in the psalm or in
Watts paraphrase that specifically mentions the birth of Christ, just the Lord’s
return in judgement.
So should we stop singing this at Christmas? Not at all! This hymn celebrates
God’s involvement with his people—
and this work of God began at the stable in Bethlehem. At Christmas we need
bifocal vision. We need to look back and
praise God the glorious gift of His Son,
You know you’re in the middle of
a pandemic when your son

Jesus. But we should also look forward
to Christ's return, when God will bring a
righteous conclusion to all things. Then
we will begin to fully live the “wonders
of his love” for all eternity
Joy to the World! The Lord is come;
Let earth receive her king;
Let ev’ry heart prepare him room,
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and heav’n and nature sing.
Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns;
Let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and
plains
Repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.
He rules the world with truth and grace

And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteous,
And wonders of his love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders, and wonders of His Love.

comes home for Thanksgiving
and you ask him what he wants
(to eat) and he says, “Charmin—
Two ply in the red package!”
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It helps enliven the good congregational song. It might surprise someone
that the first important reason is to
support a congregational song. Singing
is one of the most efficient methods to
touch the hearts of both singers and
listeners, so it’s our chance to embody
the Lord’s words through music, improve our confidence and transform people’s lives.

Approaching the Holy
Season With COVID-19

2.

It’s a symbol of togetherness. You couldn't argue that the choir is the most visible factor of church services. Choirs are opportunities to gather people together to serve God.

3.

It creates good teamwork. One for all should be the core value for a choir. Everybody is a part, working together.

4.

It helps reduce multi-generational gaps. Regardless of age, everyone stands next
to one another to serve God together.

5.

It avoids Individualistic culture. Human sin determines that everyone, even believers, are easy to be arrogant. The desire to be a “star” can hurt followers’
confidence. Get enough people in the picture and no single leader becomes the
star.

As the holy seasons approach and virus
fatigue is at an all-time high, we are also
experiencing a resurgence of COVID-19
infections all over the country. I ask you, I
beg you, to heed the directives of the
local governments. We must all wear
masks indoors and outdoors, continue
vigilant hand-washing and socialdistancing. Travel should be limited. Take
no unnecessary risks. Our lives are at
stake here.

1.

Reasons Why
Church Choirs
Should Exist

Thanks to the following individuals who generously contributed towards the new robes for the Chancel Choir
Deb and Ted Thorton
Helen Nappier
Susan Rhue From Phyllis Nichols
Memorial Fund
Wanda and Ron Eagers
Evelyn and Merle Dimeler
Wendy and Don Yelton
A. Kaye Reese
Ken and Nancy Anderson
Janet Hess
Mitchell and Barbara Houser
Margaret Moyer
Shari and Rich Robinson
Carol McCloud
Nancy Purchase
Bob Cooper
Millie Herr
JoAnn Strawser
Phil and Mimi Drew
Marilyn Wockley
Karen and Scott Black

Gina and Pat Plocek
Doris Pierce
Bonnie and Jesse Sheppard
Sheryll Law
Wayne and Sandy Argo
Pastor Mike and Ann Hurley
Charlie and Bonnie Zonko
Cindi and Denny Mather
Nancy and Dennis Julian
Ruth Stevens
Bob Nickle
Mary and Mark Brennan

A Message from
Bishop Peggy Johnson
Dear Friends of the Peninsula-Delaware
Annual Conference

Churches should consider conducting
worship as much as possible using viritual
means. If you do gather, please limit the
numbers, carefully social distancing yourself, use hand sanitizer liberally, do not
sing, keep services brief, refrain from
having fellowship meal/snacks, and always use individually wrapped communion elements. We have had several outbreaks of the virus in our churches in
recent months, so please be even more
cautious if you choose to gather.
Each of us must do all we can to protect
one another from this deadly disease. We
are all praying for the day when we can
receive vaccines and this pandemic will
be history. The day will come sooner if
we stay united in our efforts to stop the
spread of this virus now.
Thank you for your careful vigilance. I
hold you in my prayers and thank you for
your faithful service during these challenging times. God is with us!

United Methodist Women
Debby Dudley
Sue Clark

Sincerely,
Bishop Peggy Johnson.
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THE CAT’S MEOW
5 Ornaments Down The Drain (and counting…)

The girls have broken 5 Christmas ornaments over the past few months. Several
of them were the antique glass ones that
came from Sandy’s Mom’s attic when
she moved. So why is the tree not put
away you might ask? Well, that goes
back to before we moved to Delaware.
Some years ago I fell on the ice the week
before Christmas and broke my right
shoulder and right hip. Since neither

down in front of me and give the “yes,
did you call me over here?” look.
It was two of those times when the glass
ornaments went down. It’s hard to put
those little pieces back to gather.
With all this in mind, let’s look at how to
keep your kitties safe during Christmas.

Pet Christmas Safety Tips
1. Put the tree in a
separate room and close
the door. (I know, don’t
say it.)
2. Hang the tree from
the ceiling. (Think it’s
funny, look on the internet)
3. Tinsel—avoid decorating with tinsel. If swallowed can obstruct digestive system. And your
cat looks funny running
around with tinsel hanging from its butt!

required surgery, all I had to do was lay
in the bed for three months. (Not as
much fun as you might think!) When I
could finally get around, I found that the
Christmas tree was still up!!! Since
Sandy, Ryan and Jennifer had all been
around much of the time I was laid up, I
was determined that I was not going to
be the one to take the tree down! By the
time June rolled around, our friends began to think we had lost it. At the end of
October we took out the hair dryer and
blew off the dust. And, of course by November the tree was ready to go for another year.

4.

Don’t decorate with chocolate. It’s
toxic.

5.

Electrical cords—hide electrical
cords. (See National Lampoons
Christmas Vacation.)

6.

Plastic Ornaments—Choose plastic
over glass. (See first paragraph of
article.)

7.

Stability—Make sure your tree and
its stand will be stable if 30 lbs. of
cat decides it wants to use it as a
climbing wall.

8.

Chemicals—Don’t put chemicals in
the tree water.

And that’s the way things went for the
next NINE YEARS. I wouldn't have taken
it down then but the realtor made me do
it when we were selling our house.

9.

Presents—Don’t put them out until
the last minute.

So back to the present. Allie has learned
that is she plays with things she shouldn't she can get our attention. First we’ll
say “what are you doing?” Then we’ll
move on to, “Get down from there!”
And finally I will jump up from my chair
and shout, “GET OVER HERE RIGHT
NOW!” at which point she’ll run over, sit

10. Avoid plants that are poisonous to
pets such as , holly and mistletoe.
And if you’re lucky, you might get a picture of your kitty all curled up and asleep
under the tree. Think of it as a Hallmark
moment.
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“We’re just trying to keep the lights on!”
Those were the first words out of the
mouth of Tracy Nolan, Outreach Coordinator at the Red Bird Mission in Beverly,
KY, when I talked to her this week. I had
called to discuss how best to handle the
contributions to Red Bird given by the
United Methodist Women and United
Methodist Men of St. Matthews.
“ Without the contributions of the work
crews and other groups we’ve been hard
pressed to keep up with buying food for
the elderly lunch program and personal
protective equipment for the clinic and
visiting nurses. We have been fortunate
not to have any cases of Covid-19 until
just last week.
The UMW and UMM are donating $1200
to the Red Bird Mission. Much of that
will go to purchase gifts and clothing for
the children of the community at Christmas.
“I’ll pray for you and your church,” said
Karen. And we’ll pray for you too! I said.

United
Methodist
Men
Seek and find fellowship, encouragement
and opportunity with the UMM. You are
invited to join us the first Saturday of
each month. A pre-meeting breakfast &
fellowship begins at 7:30 am to nourish
the body. A program follows at 8 to
stimulate our minds, and each meeting is
concluded with the spiritual renewal of a
communion service. Acknowledging a
commitment discipline and focus as fundamental to the Christian experience,
the meetings conclude promptly at 9 am
The December 5, 2020 meeting will be
very important. We will hear from Terry
Wildermuth, Chairman of our UMM
Nominating Committee, about his progress towards a slate of officers for us to
vote on at our January meeting. If you
have not yet gotten a call to serve, you
will soon. Please be prepared to say YES
to the opportunity for service when Terry calls you. Rev. Doug Stewart has a
wonderful, inspiring message ready for
us so take notes and be ready to question him or discuss your point of view.

December Birthdays January Birthdays
1

October
December
All submissions should be sent in by
the 15th of the prior month.
Glenn Pierce, Editor
gtpierce74@gmail.com

2

Sally Craig

3

Esther Lupton
Dennis Mather

Gina Polcek

Harry Yeich
4

Roni Williams

5
6

Kathy Weaver
Theresa Fleetwood
Susan Geisler

9

Sandra Robertson
Keith Hitchens

3

Tonya Sas
11

6

Vernon Ittner

7

Ali Ambrose
John Wilson

8

Shari Robertson

Robert Norton

Cindy Childers
Marilyn Wockley
Joan Whitney
Bill Moore
Karen Schaub
Michael Shanahan
Peggie Ball
Wanda Nagers
Jackie Childers
Helen Nappier
Charles Rossiter
Howard Beach
Dorothy Vandegrift
Janet Hess
Carl Lyons
Tina Hitchens
Ann Lyons

25
27
28
29
30
31

Alfred B. Buhr
Sheila Gunter

13

24

9

George Gantz
Bill Smith

17
18
19

Ron McLain

Phil Drew

12

14
16

Mary Brennan
Mike Hurley

Marge Hynson

22

August

Merle Dimeler

Carolyn Knicely

The newsletter will be published at the
beginning of the following months:

June

Herb Chapman

Jacqueline Law

20

April

1

2

Newsletter Schedule

February

Carol Lee Beck

JESUS CHRIST
Darlene Ward
Mark Brennan
Herb Moore
Karyn Vice
Robert Bryan
Sue Young
Ron Jones
Dolores Kersey
Pat Plocek
Bette Bates
Linda Teplica
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10 Amy Coy
12 Regina Smith

13 Virginia Davidson
Carol Hahn
17 Trippe VanDyke
18 Monica Hafner
19 Jean James
20 Richard Bauermeister
Sue Clark
21 Carol West
23 Page Cosgrove
Bill Seeds
24 Pam Rimkis
25 Kathy Huegal
26 Luke Miller
31 Aubree Gilland
George Reynolds
Phyllis Stecker

Wonder if
she’d believe
this is real
gold?

$3400.00
Bazar Total

That wreath’s only a month
old. We can give you a good
deal on it.

I’ve never been to a sale
where they paid YOU to take
the books!

Four cookies left—and
four hours to go! It’s going
to be a long day!!!!

You draw my tickets and I’ll
draw yours!

Feeding the Homeless

The Sussex Southeast
Ministerium is working to serve the
homeless in our community in this time
of nutritional and financial uncertainty.
To make this happen,
SESM participating
churches have developed a plan to contribute and deliver meals
weekly from Nov 17,
2020 through March 16,
2021.

on Tuesday mornings between 9:30
and 11:00. Plan on 30 individuals.

St. Matthews By-the-Sea
Opportunities:
Beverages and individual snacks on
Mar 16, 2021,
Fruit delivery to Mariner’s: Nov 17,
2020, Dec 1, 2020, Jan 5, 2021, Feb
2, 2021, Mar 12, 2021. (Can be fresh
or dried depending on availability.
Must be individually wrapped.)

Your help as a volunteer
is greatly needed. Here
are the particulars:
Donations: Mariner’s Bethel UMC will
provide 16 oz cups of soup and a hearty
sandwich. Local churches will provide
bottled water and individual snacks.
Items should be brought to Mariner’s

Distribution times: 4:30
and 5:00 pm. Return empty plastic carrying containers back to Mariners.

Back-up drivers

Distribution: Designated drivers will
pick up meals at Mariner’s at 4:00 pm.
Food will be distributed at the Frankford Fire Department Parking Lot.
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Volunteers and donations are welcome.
For additional details or to sign up to volunteer contact Sandy Pierce at 828-2318942, or sfpierce01@gmail.com.

