
 1 

S E A S I D E     T I D I N G S 
St. Matthews By-the-Sea United Methodist Church 

1000 Coastal Highway, Fenwick Island, DE 19944 

 

Sunday Services – 8:30 am & 10:45 am 
Church Office Phone – 302-537-1402, email: smbts@verizon.net 

Website: www.smbts.org     

 www.facebook.com/stmatthewsbythesea/  

 
From the Pastor’s Heart: “God is 
With Us” 
 

Growing up, my 
family and I 
would go to the 
beach in Fenwick 
just about every 
weekend. My 
family would pile 
in my dad’s ’89 

Jeep Cherokee and off we went. I can still 
remember one particular time when my dad 
wanted to take me out beyond where the waves 
break on the shore; I was very nervous. This 
wasn’t like swimming in a pool where you could 
see the boundaries. I can still remember what it 
felt like to be totally helpless in his arms as he 
took me out beyond the waves. I was not in 
control but I began to feel a sense of comfort 
knowing that I was in my Father’s arms. He was 
holding me and, ultimately, I knew I was going to 
be okay.  
 
In the same way, my hope is that you also know 
that you are in God’s hands as you go out beyond 
the waves. God may call to you to do something 
or to places you 
never thought 
possible and it 
can be a little 
intimidating or 
even scary at 
times. I think 
about Moses when he was called to be the one  

 
 
to help rescue the Israelites from slavery in Egypt 
(Exodus 3:7-10). He had every excuse in the  
book but, ultimately, he went. May you and I also 
go out beyond the waves and, when we go, 
always trust that God is with us!  Pastor Jake  
 
From the Administrative Council 
Chair’s Heart: 

 
The Administrative 
Council’s work is to open 
a way for God to work 
through each member, 
for we are about God’s 
work.  We have 22 council 
members representing all 
the different areas of our 
church, including several 

Members-at-Large.  We envision, plan, 
implement, and annually evaluate the 
congregational ministry and missions programs.   
During COVID19 our Administrative Council 
played an important role in getting our church up 
and running in a safe way.  Our thanks to 
previous Ad. Council Chair, Mimi Drew, who 
used her military training to make the opening of 
our church happen early and safely.  Like Esther 
of the Bible, God used Mimi at such a time as 
this.  Because of health issues Mimi had to step 
down, and that’s when I came into the picture.  
 
I’ve served on Administrative Council for many 
years as the Chair of Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors but I never realized the amount of 
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time our chairs put into making our church run 
smoothly.  This is not a job for a lone ranger.  As 
the chair of the Administrative Council, I feel we 
need to work as a team.  It requires all the 
members to be part of making the decisions of 
the church.  There are many ways for each of us 
to serve God.  God anoints each of us to 
contribute to the body of Christ in a unique way.  
He will anoint whatever He’s given us, so we 
must place our gifts and trust in His hands.    
 
The Administrative Council meets approximately 
5-6 times a year.  Our next meeting will be 
Sunday, July 18, 2021 following the 10:45 
worship service.  All are welcome to sit in!  If you 
are interested in serving as a Member-at-Large 
beginning in 2022, please contact me.  Our 
Leadership Nominating Committee will be 
meeting this September.  .JoAnn Strawser 
 
From the Lay Leader’s Heart: 
 

I would like to introduce myself as the 
new lay leader of St. Mathews. I was 
asked to take on this task in May of 
2021. After much thought and 
seeking help from others, I accepted 

this assignment. This is one assignment 
that I had never held within the church 

that I previously attended.  So, I’m coming 
into the job of Lay Leader with no previous 
knowledge or experience.  Which may not be 
a bad thing since I look forward to learning 
from you and the Lord and serving this 
church. This is a big change for me.  So, with 
the help of my church family, I hope to 
continue on my spiritual journey.  Blessings 
to you all! Scott Black 
 

 
Fair winds and following seas to Pastor Mike 
Hurley and his blessing, and ours, wife Ann 
Hurley, as they leave St. Matthews and head 

into this next “season” of their lives. 

 
Everyday Miracles – When you are open to 

seeing God’s 
work in 

your 
life, 
you 
will 
see 

it 

everyday in 
everyway !! 

Do you have a miracle that happened to you that 
you’d like to share in our next newsletter?  Just 
email  mimidrew@livingleadership.biz .   
 
 “For those of you who may think God doesn’t 
answer prayer in this day in age, listen to 
this:  Our dear, faithful Velma Sanford asked for 
some assistance with supplies for the 
International Student Outreach Program that 
our church and the Missions Committee 
support.   We sent an email out to the UMM that 
included, “Most needed:  Bicycles for 
International Students.  In the past there have 
been men of our church who have found and 
repaired used bikes and donated them to the 
students.  Regretfully, those men are no longer 
with us, SO if you have or find and can repair a 
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bike or two, just let Velma know.”  Sami Oruc 
called and said that he had access to 9 nearly- 
new bikes that had not been distributed by Toys 
for Tots last year due to the pandemic.  Yes, 9 
bikes have now been delivered!  PTL!!  If that isn’t 
answered prayer🙏  I don’t know what is—Thank 
you Lord.”  Phil Drew, UMM President 
 

Jammin’ By The Sea – A 
music ministry of St. Matthews 
facilitated by Merle Dimeler and 
Gary Thomas.  We meet on the first 

and third Friday of each month from 4:00 - 
6:00 pm.  We welcome musicians of every 

skill level to join us for the fellowship of music!    
We play all kinds of music (only rule is that the 
music be “clean”).  Bring an instrument if you 
have one – if you don’t play an instrument bring 
your stomping feet, clapping hands, sing-along 
voice, or listening ears!  Join us in Clendaniel Hall.  
Got a question?  Contact Merle Dimeler by 
calling the church office. 
 

St Matthews By-the-Sea  
presents 

BROADWAY AND BEYOND 
Richard E. Redfield, Hand 

Bell Soloist 
 

SUNDAY AUGUST 22 at 
2:00 pm in the Sanctuary 

Mr. Richard Redfield has played English hand 
bells for over 40 years and has been a soloist for 
over 35 years. Mr. Redfield was the Director of 
the Celebration Ringers at Riderwood Village in 
Silver Spring for ten years and currently is the 
Director of Canterbury Ringers in Arbutus, 
Maryland.  In 2017, Mr. Redfield was the 
featured hand bell soloist during a European 
hand bell festival tour with 70 ringers from the 
United States and Canada who joined local 
ensembles.  Broadway and Beyond, 
demonstrates the variety of music accessible to 
English hand bells with great songs from the 
American musical theater and excursions to 
Hollywood and beyond. 

A Free Will Offering Will Be Accepted 

CALLING ALL USHERS AND WANT-TO-BE 
USHERS!   Ushering at both our 8:30 and 10:45 
services is pretty much back 
to normal (no spraying, no 
gloves, no marked-off seating 
and masks are optional).   
What is not back to normal is 
the number of ushers we 
have.  We need more ushers 
so we can have a roster of 
ushers to schedule for both services.  Our ushers 
provide the warm greeting that members and 
visitors should have when they come to a 
service.  It leaves a lasting impression, so please 
consider helping St. Matthews welcome 
everyone on Sunday mornings.   Sandy, our 
church Administrative Assistant, emailed out a 
schedule for both 8:30 and 10:45 church services 
for July, August and September. If you are 
interested in ushering but did not receive a 
schedule, please give the church office a call so 
we can add you to our usher list.  It would be a 
big help if you would let her know which Sundays 
are good with your schedule. 
 
There is written information on ushering duties 
and Wanda Nagers will be happy to go through 
the duties with you at your convenience or send 
you the information. 
 

****** 
The Annual SMBTS Family 
Picnic – We’re finally having our annual 
picnic!! The UMM and UMW are co-hosting the 
annual SMBTS family picnic at John West Park in 
Ocean View on Monday, September 20th from 4-
6pm.  This year there is no need to bring 
anything other than your appetite and maybe 
your own chair (but we will have plenty of 
benches and tables).  Be ready for 
great food 
and fun 
and 
games. 
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Thoughts From…. - Do you have a 

thought or some wisdom you’d like to share 

with the congregation in a future newsletter?  

Just email mimidrew@livingleadership.biz 

 

Thoughts From Rich Robinson 
on Leadership: 
“The past two years have certainly confirmed the 

leader, 
follower, 

relationship. 
They 

highlighted 
the challenges 

of 
expectations 

and 
unanticipated circumstances. Lessons were 
learned, needs identified, and remedies 
pursued.   A significant lesson Pastor Mike 
offered, was the power of faith as the foundation 
of a Christian life, especially in times of trial. 
Amen.  His sermons revealed humility, humor, 
sincerity. All a reflection of Mike Hurley the man. 
Yet, sermons containing an extraordinary 
number of scripture references also revealed a 
true student of God’s Word. Pastor Hurley’s 
messages transcended expectation to encourage 
aspiration, in other words to seek higher 
purpose and possibilities in ourselves and 
others, and to draw them out in the acts of our 
daily life.  
 
Expectations challenge every ministry and 
congregation, including the ministry of Jesus. 
Our expectations are met or not, and our 
reaction to unmet expectations can be critical, as 
Judas demonstrated.  As we transition to new 
pastoral leadership, what are our expectations?  
And more importantly, what are our aspirations?  
Let us acknowledge expectations are simply a 
pass-fail perspective.  Yet, as Pastor Mike 
exemplified, aspirations encourage a seek and 
discover paradigm.   
 

But, what aspirations should we seek?  Check 
Thessalonians 5:11, Romans 14:19, Ephesians 
4:29, Micah 6:8, Matthew 22:37-40.  Pastor Mike 
would often emphasize a point revealed in 
scripture with “Amen!”  A reminder that the 
message reflected the Word of God, worthy of 
praise and prayer. 
 
A new beginning emerges. We welcome Pastor 
Jake, and embrace our opportunity to seek and 
discover encouraging involvement.  As Pastor 
Mike Hurley taught, as Jesus did.  “Amen!” Rich 
 

 

 
Thoughts From UMW 
Retreat Sister Campbell 

(Drew) Kraemer on Cicadas  
“Last week, we received some visitors at our 
home in Herndon, Virginia – LOTS of them!  As 
holes appeared in our yard, countless numbers 
of cicadas emerged from the ground.  They have 
covered our plants, our deck, our lawn, & our 
driveway.  If I walk in the lawn, they crawl up my 
legs (often multiples of cicadas stacked on top of 
each other, getting their groove on with each 
other – on my leg!) Eww!!  In addition to the live 
cicadas, we’ve also observed many of their shells 
and dead bodies.  I’m still learning, but 
understand that most cicadas emerge in order to 
mate and to lay eggs.  I also understand that they 
will depart into the ground as suddenly as they 
arrived in about a week.  Weird!  I’m not sure yet 
whether or not I will miss their mating call, which 
sounds like the low idling of a weedwhacker – 
constant and steady since their arrival.  I’m not a 
fan of insects, and cicadas are no exception.  
However, I respect my God for making them and 
wonder if their arrival has something to teach us 
with regard to His plan and for our lives this 
year… 
 This has been a devastating year.  Civil 
unrest, an emotional Presidential election, 
COVID sickness, deaths of loved ones, and 
monumental COVID-era alterations to our daily 
lives are just a few of the emotionally-draining 
experiences we’ve all experienced to some 
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degree.  Some of our friends endured 
joblessness and were threatened with 
homelessness and other financial stresses, in 
addition to the above list.  Our local church 
fellowship has been faithful to provide 
consistent online worship services and 
opportunities for study, and opened for in-
person services several months ago.  However, 
in this era (and in our area), in-person fellowship 
has been limited.  As we struggle to make sense 
of things in this “new normal,” maybe the 
cicadas behavior can offer us some hope.  After 
all, “since the creating of the world God’s 
invisible qualities – His eternal power and divine 
nature – have been clearly seen, being 
understood from what has been made, so that 
men are without excuse” (Romans 1:20).  
 1.) The cicadas live underground for 
periods of 17 years, getting nourishment from 
the soil.  In the same way, we need to take 
sufficient time to get away from our “world” and 
get our nourishment from the word of our God.  
As Moses reminded the Israelites, “He humbled 
you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you 
with manna, which neither you nor your fathers 
had known, to teach you that man does not live 
on bread alone but on every word that comes 
from the mouth of the Lord” (Deuteronomy 8:3).  
 2.)  The cicadas emerge in order to 
repopulate.  In the same way, we need to enter 
“the world” with a purpose: to connect with and 
love others.  “The world” we’re called to may 
include different people for each of us, but we 
are told to “not love with words or tongue but 
with actions and in truth.  This then is how we 
know that we belong to the truth, and how we 
set our hearts at rest in His presence…”(1 John 
3:18-19).  Especially this year, people need us to 
take the time to connect with them and express 
our love through need-meeting acts of service.  
Isn’t it interesting how doing that benefits others 
while solidifying our faith and setting our hearts 
at rest!  See also Jesus’ “Golden Rule” instruction 
in Matthew 7:12 (sourced from Leviticus 19:18). 
 3.)  The cicadas can be heard by everyone 
around them.  When attacked, they are said to 
defend themselves by grouping together in such 
great numbers as to overwhelm their attackers.  

In the same way, we need to be heard by those 
in our world whom our God has called us to love.  
“If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, 
but have not love, I am only a resounding gong 
or a clanging cymbal” (I Corinthians 13:1).  
Rather, Jesus instructs us to “let our light shine 
before men, that they may see our good deeds 
and praise our Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16, 
italics added and switched “your” to “our”).  As 
to how to handle our “attackers,” I believe that 
our God has instructed us clearly: we are to 
“overwhelm” our enemies (whether physical or 
spiritual – the battle plan is the same) by uniting 
as a church (defined here as any follower of 
Jesus) in the power of our Lord.  Step 1: “Let us 
not give up meeting together, as some are in the 
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another 
– and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching.” (Hebrews 10:25).  Step 2: “Put on 
the full armor of God, so that when the day of 
evil comes, you may be able to stand your 
ground, and after you have done everything, to 
stand” (Ephesians 6:13).  
 Thanks, YHVH for the cicadas! Though 
icky, you have used them to encourage me to 
“keep on, keepin’ on” today!! Be encouraged, 
fellow life lovers!  "#$% 
 
“We have this treasure in jars of clay to show 
that this all-surpassing power is from God and 
not from us.  We are hard-pressed on every side, 
but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 
persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, 
but not destroyed.  We always carry around in 
our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of 
Jesus may also be revealed in our body….  
Therefore, we do not lose heart.  Though 
outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly 
we are being renewed day by day.  For our light 
and momentary troubles are achieving for us an 
eternal glory that far outweighs them all.  So we 
fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is 
unseen.  For what is seen is temporary, but what 
is unseen is eternal.”2 Corinthians 4:7-12, 16-18 
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United Methodist Men - What are the 
United Methodist Men all about?  We 
seek and find fellowship, 
encouragement and support as we 
strengthen our spiritual muscles for a 
lifelong walk with Christ. All men in 
our church and their friends are 

invited to join us and benefit from our 
fellowship.  We meet the 1st Saturday of every 
month at 7:30 am for Breakfast, Brotherhood, 
and Bibles.  Breakfast and fellowship begin at 
7:30 am. A program follows at 8:00 to stimulate 
our minds, and we conclude each meeting with 
the spiritual renewal of communion.  Our 
meetings end promptly at 9 am. 
 
Plans for July, August & September:  We will 
meet July 3rd (Your opportunity to meet our new 
Pastor Jake Macklin), August 7th and September 
4th.  In addition to our monthly meetings, we are 
co-hosting the annual SMBTS family picnic at 
John West Park in Ocean View with the UMW.  
The picnic will be held on September 20th from 4-
6pm.   

And what has UMM been doing this Spring?  
April:  We continued our face-to-face meeting 
with live streaming for several members.  Our 
brother in Christ, Terry Wildermuth, has asked 
for our prayers for his brother, Carter 
Wildermuth and Carter’s wife, Karen.  Both 
Carter and Karen have cancer and Carter has 
been diagnosed with just a few weeks to a few 
months to live.  Rich Robinson has been released 
from the hospital, is recovering well and says "I 
am eternally grateful and I have no doubt the 
power of your prayers has been significant in 
restoring my health.”  Rob Arlett joined us as a 
first-time guest of Phil’s.  Bob Nickle spoke about 
Good Friday and asked why is it good? You must 
have sacrifice first. God’s definition of good is far 
greater than ours. If we didn’t have Good Friday, 
we wouldn’t have Easter!  Merle Dimeler led us 
in song. Reverend Doug Stewart’s message 
started with Doug asking us to ponder the day of 
uncertainty (Saturday) for the original Disciples. 
For us it’s a day of anticipation, a day of joy 
heading into Easter Sunday.  Rev. Doug then 

discussed the Five Means of Grace (Prayer, 
Reading Scripture, Fasting, Conferencing and 
Receiving the Lord’s Supper) and we ended our 
meeting with communion.  The UMM began our 
6-week Bible Study on April 15th entitled “The 
God I Never Knew --Who is the Holy Spirit?” The 
Bible Study was full with 12 participants: Grant 
Angeny, Rob Arlett, George Bell, Joe Dehuarte, 
Merle Dimeler, Phil Drew, Don Harkey, Pastor 
Mike Hurley, Bob Nickle (Moderator), Bert 
Paulsen, Terry Wildermuth and Charlie Zonko.   

May: We continued our face-to-face meeting 
with live streaming for several members.  We 
welcomed Edward Gillenardo as a first-time 
attendee—thanks for joining us.  Merle opened 
the Sanctuary portion playing his guitar, Rich 
Logan leading our singing of Amazing Grace. Rev 
Doug Stewart’s message was on Love: God’s love 
for us and our love for other people.  We need to 
understand that God’s love drives us, we are 
never apart from His love, we are always in the 
realm of God’s love and should be grateful. We 
are blessed for what God has done for us.  5 
Points of a being a Methodist: 1. Loves God   2. 
Rejoice in God   3. Give Thanks for all the 
goodness God has bestowed upon us   4. Pray 
constantly (Doug noted we should thank God for 
everything).  5. Love all others. If God loves all his 
children, why shouldn’t we?  Love should make 
us inclusive. We should love and welcome 
everyone. We ended our fellowship with 
communion.  On the 8th we sold soup by the 
quart during the UMW Yard Sale and raised over 
$400.  A special thank you to those “soup chefs” 
who made our sales possible:  Deb Thornton, 
JoAnn Strawser, Ron Nagers, Peggy Harkey, 
Charlie (Bonnie) Zonko, Mimi Drew, Rich 
(Barbara) Logan, Anne Hodges, Linda Lewis, 
Terry (Lynn Taylor) Wildermuth, and Shari 
Robinson.  On May 9th we gave a small 
devotional, One-Minute Inspirations for Women 
in recognition of Mother’s Day, to women who 
attended church.  Thank you, Gary Ward, for 
making this possible.  Just prior to Pentecost, The 
UMM concluded our 6-week Bible Study about 
the Holy Spirit.  We thank Bob Nickle for his 
leadership of this most successful bible study. 
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June:  What a full and fun meeting.  We 
memorialized the six 
men who are now 
with our Lord since 
last Memorial Day—

Granville Cannon, 
Dave Grant, Barry 
Harbold, David 
Herr, Presley Hynson and Ed Schimler.  Lt. Miguel 
Alban presented a plaque to Pastor Mike for the 
SMBTS and the Samaritan Thrift Shop support of 
over $25,000 in donations to The Salvation Army 
in Sussex County.  Phil presented a framed “An 
Ode to Pastor Mike” commemorating his 2 years 
of support for the UMM and many commented 
from the floor wishing Pastor Mike and Ann the 
very best in retirement.  Pastor Mike’s brother, 
Stephen, also attended but withheld family 
secrets.  Rev. Doug Stewart’s message was about 
the history and importance of the Apostle’s 
Creed.  We concluded with Pastor Mike leading 
us in communion.  On June 23rd the UMM 
sponsored an outing of 40 from SMBTS to the 
Delmarva Shorebird’s game with an opportunity 
to meet Rev. Jake Macklin, our new pastor 
effective July 1st.  Thanks to Sami Oruc, and the 
Marines “Toys for Tots” program, we were able 
to assist the Missions Committee with 9 nearly- 
new bikes for International Student Outreach.
 Phil Drew, President 

United Methodist Women (UMW) - Can 
you believe it is July already!   The SMBTS 
United Methodist Women have been 
meeting in person since January and 
what a sweet blessing the last three 
months have been!  I wanted to take a 
few minutes to share some highlights of 

what we have been up to with God’s help!   
 
We have gathered the past three months in 
fellowship, prayer and worship.  We have shared 

testimonies and we have been presented with 
the Word of God along with messages on issues 
that impact our world and our own back yards.  
The topics we addressed were “A Woman’s place 
in the World”, “Conservation of Water” and, 
“Climate Change/How We Can Care for Our 
Earth”.   
In April we began our gathering with a Time of 
Sharing wherein we honored Avanelle Roberts 
with our memories of her and how she touched 
our lives. We then had a time of prayer lifting the 
names of other women we knew who had gone 
home to be with the Lord in the past year, and 
we prayed for the women of our congregation. 
 
In April we also enjoyed our Annual UMW 
Retreat at the church instead of our usual Hotel 
accommodations.  It was a time of sharing our 
experiences of our “80 Days on the Ark in 2020” 
(during Covid), studying women of the bible and 
sharing in small groups; not to mention the 
fellowship and great food. Thanks go out to Mimi 
Drew, Ruth Sheaffer and all the other women 
who helped in the different areas of making this 
retreat so special.   
 
Our times of sweet fellowship have included a 
time of planting potted flowers, an Afternoon 
Tea as we played Tea Trivia, Tea Bingo and 
enjoyed our tea and fellowship,  
 
May was exciting!  Not only did we enjoy our tea, 
we also sponsored the May Yard Sale.  Many 
thanks to Anita Angeny and all the Crafty Ladies, 
bakers and other ladies, and the UMM who 
worked diligently to pull everything together for 
another successful fund raiser for the UMW 
Missions.  In June we had our Brown Bag Picnic!   
 
That is what the United Methodist Women have 
been up to! Starting in June a new evening 
women’s 7-week bible study on Elijah was 
launched.  We plan to offer the same study 
during the day after the evening study finishes in 
mid-July so be on the lookout for more 
information! In July and August, we are going to 
Rest in Him. (cont. next page) 
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I am so thankful to God that we were not 
stopped by COVID, but rather strengthened by 
God as we attempted to follow what He has 
called us to do.  Through the hard work of 
everyone working together God has shown us 
favor and has given us abundant provision 
throughout the year to enable us to make 
generous donations to support UMCOR, SOSA, 
Lighthouse for Broken Wings, and some other 
local missions. 
 
Our Next UMW monthly meeting will be 
Tuesday, September 14th so mark your calendars 
and join us!  We are also co-hosting with the 
UMM the annual SMBTS Family Picnic on 
Monday, September 20th at John West Park in 
Ocean View.  Until September, enjoy your 
summer and may God bless you and your family!      
Alice Ward, President 
 

Sound and Technology – On behalf of 
the Admin Council and Music Director 
Debby Dudley, project leader and Bob 
Nickle, chief fundraiser, we thank all of 
our congregation for their prayers, 
encouragement and donations toward 
the much-needed sound and 
technology system upgrades.  The 
project is going ahead with funds from 
the church’s reserve account that are 

being replaced with these donations from our 
generous members.  Special thanks go to Grant 
and Anita Angeny, Susan Baker, Don and Peggy 
Harkney, Janet Hess, Mike Houser, David and 
Linda Lewis, Janet McCabe, Carol McCloud, 
Robert Nickle, Randall and Karen Newell, Rose 
and Sami Oruc, Doris Ann Pierce, Pat and Gina 
Plocek, A. Kaye Reese, Velma Sanford, JoAnn 
Strawser, C.W. and Patricia Waddle, Terry 
Wildermouth and Karen Taylor, Harry Yeich, 
Charlie and Bonnie Zonko and others. 
 
SMBTS Vision – “To be a loving community that 
supports all people in finding a new life in Christ.” 
 
 
 

MEMBERS WHO HAVE GONE TO BE WITH THE 

LORD SINCE OUR LAST NEWSLETTER 

 
Phyllis Walker - April 1st 
Ed Schimler - April 19th 
David Grant - April 30th   
David Herr - May 6th. 

 
We will miss them all but can be confident they 
are in the BEST place! 
 

 
The Thrift Shop continues to have a banner year 
with average daily sales of $1,300. But – we need 
more volunteers.  If you are interested in 
working a three-hour shift at the shop, please 
call (302-432-5526) or stop by and talk to one of 
our managers (Terri Schaefer and Patty 
Bryant). You will have a great time meeting 
people and working with other volunteers. 
 
The duel- manager system has been working out 
very well and has kept the shop running 
smoothly. The shop has received recognition as 
the best thrift shop in the area.    
 
We are in the process of becoming a 501c3 non-
profit organization.  Once this is completed, the 
shop will start the process of becoming an 
independent organization not be under the 
church.  This will free up any liability that the 
church my encounter due to being overseer of 
the shop. Although the two organizations have 
been a great partnership, it is time for the shop 
to stand alone. Although we will become a 
separate organization, we will continue working 
with the church on many projects and have the 
help of volunteers from the church. (cont. on next 
page) 
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Samaritan Thrift Shop Hours:  Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, & Friday 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM and 
Saturday 9:00 to 12:00.    

Location:  Williamsville Industrial Park 
38293 London Avenue, Selbyville, DE 19975 
e-mail 
greatbargains@samaritanthriftshop.com 
Like us on Facebook - Samaritan Thrift Shop 

 
********** 

 
History of SMBTS – courtesy of the late Dave 
Grant, our historian, and the late El Barrett, 
our former Newsletter Editor, who published 
this information on our stained-glass 
windows in a 2020 Newsletter.  They live on 
in our hearts. 

 
SMBTS:  Our stained 
glass window in the 
Sanctuary was installed 
as the church was built 
in 1962. In 2003 SMBTS 
was faced with some  
problems with the large  
stained glass window; 
water leaked in during 

rain storms and wind leakage often blew 
the altar candles out.  In February 2006  
an addition on the front of the chuch to 
essentially bring the window indoors was 
made,  and featured new lights to back 
light the cross from outside, making an 
attractive halo inside around the cross for 
evening services. Our member Jack 
Weston, a talented wood worker, built the 
cross, pulpit,  altar,  communion rail, 
lectern and a cabinet in the Narthex - all 
from red oak. 

 
 The 

Narthex 
window 

was 
dedicated 

in honor 
of Rev. Dr. 

Donald Clendaniel at the time he retired 
from SMBTS in 1999. 

 
        
Rear of Nave 
During 2004 the 
three south 
windows of the 
Nave were blessed 
with new stained 

glass windows.  We were fortunate that we 
could get all three windows in a relativity 
short time  period.  All three share the 
same style and compliment one another. 

 
JESUS CALLING 
MATTHEW:  The 
first window was 
dedicated to the 
memory of Charles 
C. Allen, Jr., a long 
time member and 
a major 
contributor to our 
ministries.  A 
vision came to Rev. 

Bruce Miller's mind.  Including Jesus was 
an obvious choice.  It was only with his 
wife, Bonnie Miller, an active art teacher 
in the Lewes public schools, that her 
patience, perseverance and artistic skill, a 
sketch was prepared.  Considering the 
name of our church, it was only right that 
St. Matthew should be included.  Rev. 
Miller has great affection for our 
proximity to the sea.  Thus a blue river of 
water runs through the scene, complete 
with a small  boat.  Bonnie provided the 
integration of  colors and textures with the 
front stained glass window so it all 
blended together. 

 
JESUS WITH 
CHILDREN: State 
Senator Adams' wife, 
Hilda  McCabe 
Adams, passed away.  
Senator Adams had 
been a long time 
member of SMBTS.  It 
was his wish to 
provide a memorial 

for Hilda in the form of a stained glass 
window for the Nave.  He assigned his two 
daughters to help with the design.  They 
thought about her interests and what was 
important to her and decided on the 
"Jesus With Children" theme.  With 
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Bonnie Miller's guidance, the window was 
designed. 
 
SERMON ON THE MOUNT - MEMORIAL 
WINDOW:  The Nave has three windows 
suitable for stained glass windows.   

 
       

The above two 
windows were filled 
as memorials to 
individuals.  It 
seemed appropriate 
to use the remaining 
window to 
remember people 
who have special 
meaning to the 
members of St. 
Matthews.  Once 
again,with Bonnie's 

guidance, the window was designed. 
While our Memorial Window has a beauty 
all it’s own, this window has an even 
greater, special meaning for the 
congregation of St. Matthews.  The 
window is to celebrate those individual, 
irreplaceable and unique relationships of 
family, friends, and loved ones developed 
through the years.  It connects us to truly 
special people with whom we have shared 
our lives.  We at St. Matthews pray that 
those who worship our Lord, Jesus Christ 
in this special, hallowed, place close to the 
sea, will let the christian love of these 
people enter their hearts and open the 
door to the everlasting love of God.  – 
David Grant 
 

Mission – “To offer our service, facility, and church 
programs to meet the needs of our community and 
beyond so that lives are transformed to the glory of 
God 

Church Leadership – contact 
through the church office. 

 
Pastor Jake Macklin, smbts@verizon.net  
Sandy Donnelly, Administrative Assistant, 
smbts@verizon.net   
Debby Dudley (Music Dir) 
Organist Edward Gillenardo 
JoAnn Strawser  (Ad  Council Chair) 
Scott Black (Lay Leader) 
Angela Smith (SPRC Chair/Ad. Council Secretary) 
Mary Brennan (Treasurer) 
Pat Plocek (Finance Chair) 
Mitchell (Mike) Houser (Trustees Chair) 
Alice Ward (UMW President, SMBTS Membership 
Chair) 
Phil Drew (UMM President) 
Carol McLoud (Worship Chair) 
Vicki Daisey (Disabilities Chair) 
Wanda Bagarus (Shepherd Chair) 
Becki Hayman (Missions Chair) 
Mimi Drew, Newsletter Editor. 
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        QUARTERLY CHURCH CALENDAR 
(It’s always good to double-check with the 
church office closer to the scheduled date to 
make sure an event is happening.) 
 

JULY 
 
1 – Praying for our Nation in the Sanctuary 1-2 pm 
2 – Jammin’ By the Sea in Clendaniel Hall – 4-6 pm 
3 – UMM Breakfast, Brotherhood and Bibles – 7:30 – 
9:00 am 
4 – Communion Sunday 
5 – Prayer Group – 9-10 am 
6 – AA Meeting – 7 pm 
      Al-Anon Meeting 7 pm 
8 - Praying for our Nation in the Sanctuary 1-2 pm 
12 – Prayer Group – 9-10 am 
        Quilting Group in Clendaniel Hall 10 am 
       AA Meeting – 7 pm 
       Al-Anon Meeting 7 pm 
15 - Praying for our Nation in the Sanctuary 1-2 pm 
16 - Jammin’ By the Sea in Clendaniel Hall – 4-6 pm 
19 – Prayer Group – 9-10 am 
        AA Meeting – 7 pm 
        Al-Anon Meeting 7 pm 
22 - Praying for our Nation in the Sanctuary 1-2 pm 
26 – Prayer Group – 9-10 am 
        Quilting Group in Clendaniel Hall 10 am 
        AA Meeting – 7 pm 
        Al-Anon Meeting 7 pm 
29 - Praying for our Nation in the Sanctuary 1-2 pm 
 

AUGUST 
 
2 – Prayer Group – 9-10 am 
      AA Meeting – 7 pm 
      Al-Anon Meeting 7 pm 
5 - Praying for our Nation in the Sanctuary 1-2 pm 
6 - Jammin’ By the Sea in Clendaniel Hall – 4-6 pm 
7 - UMM Breakfast, Brotherhood and Bibles – 7:30 – 
9:00 am 
8 – Communion Sunday 
9 – Prayer Group – 9-10 am 
      Quilting Group in Clendaniel Hall 10 am 
      AA Meeting – 7 pm 
      Al-Anon Meeting 7 pm 
12 - Praying for our Nation in the Sanctuary 1-2 pm 

16 – Prayer Group – 9-10 am 
        AA Meeting – 7 pm 
        Al-Anon Meeting 7 pm 
19 - Praying for our Nation in the Sanctuary 1-2 pm 
20 - Jammin’ By the Sea in Clendaniel Hall – 4-6 pm 
22 – Broadway and Beyond Bell Concert in the 
Sanctuary – 2 pm 
23 –Prayer Group – 9-10 am 
       Quilting Group in Clendaniel Hall 10 am 
       AA Meeting – 7 pm 
       Al-Anon Meeting 7 pm 
26 - Praying for our Nation in the Sanctuary 1-2 pm 
30 – Prayer Group – 9-10 am 
         AA Meeting – 7 pm 
         Al-Anon Meeting 7 pm 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 
3 - Jammin’ By the Sea in Clendaniel Hall – 4-6 pm 
4 - UMM Breakfast, Brotherhood and Bibles – 7:30 – 
9:00 am 
5 – Communion Sunday 
6 –Prayer Group – 9-10 am 
     AA Meeting – 7 pm 
      Al-Anon Meeting 7 pm 
 7 – Craft Group in Clendaniel Hall 9 am 
 9 –  Praying for our Nation in the Sanctuary  1-2 pm 
13 – Prayer Group – 9-10 am 
        Quilting Group in Clendaniel Hall 10 am 
        AA Meeting – 7 pm 
        Al-Anon Meeting 7 pm 
14 – Craft Group in Clendaniel Hall 9 am 
         UMW Meeting 
16 -  Praying for our Nation in the Sanctuary 1-2 pm 
17 - Jammin’ By the Sea in Clendaniel Hall – 4-6 pm 
20 –Prayer Group – 9-10 am 
        Church Picnic – John West Park, Ocean View 4-6 
pm 
       AA Meeting – 7 pm 
       Al-Anon Meeting 7 pm 
21 – Craft Group in Clendaniel Hall 9 am 
23 – Praying for our Nation in the Sanctuary 1-2 pm 
27 – Prayer Group – 9-10 am 
         Quilting Group in Clendaniel Hall 10 am 
         AA Meeting – 7 pm 
         Al-Anon Meeting 7 pm 
28 – Craft Group in Clendaniel Hall 9 am 

 
 


